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Dear Parents, Students, Alumni and Friends,

What a spectacular year for our school community – marking 70 
years of learning not for school, but for life! As I watched each 
accomplished graduate walk through the trellis onto Ibit’s Courtyard 
in June, I reflected upon how far Powhatan has come from its earliest 
days in the Little Red Schoolhouse. We closed the 2017-2018 school 
year with 247 students in grades pre-kindergarten through eight, on 
a beautiful campus spanning over 67 acres, anchored by a growing 
endowment. Through all the growth and progress however, our 
core Powhatan values stay the same, providing the integral base 
that ensures our curriculum and instruction remain exceptional. I am 
as proud as I can be to lead this institution, working alongside our 
tremendous faculty and staff who truly care about each and every 
student and each other. It is the Powhatan way, and always has been. 

An organization is only as strong as the people who are a part of 
it. Each year we publish this Impact Report for the entire Powhatan 
community. This offers us an opportunity to recognize the indelible 
impact that our family members have – on our students, on our 
faculty and instruction, on our growth, and, in the world. Our alumni 
continue to make their mark in the global community. I hope you will 
take a moment to read about graduate Captain Heath L. Marcus, 
’87, who is featured on page 26 in this year’s Alumni Spotlight 
interview. New to this edition of our report is a Faculty Spotlight.  
Fifth grade teacher Kelsi Bell joined us in 2017, and in her short time 
with Powhatan has brought fantastic energy to her new role. In her 
interview, Kelsi describes what led her to a career in teaching, what 
she loves most about teaching at Powhatan, and her hopes and 
dreams for the future. 

Any discussion about impact to our organization must consider the 
impact that our philanthropic community had last year! Parents, 
grandparents, faculty, alumni, past parents and friends supported 
Powhatan with immense gifts of time and treasure. We are so 
grateful to every individual and family who volunteered, gave a gift, 
or supported an event – it was a record year! 

Impact. It propels our school forward. In the classroom. On the field 
or stage. In the community. Ultimately, it benefits every student who 
shakes my hand each morning, who one day will walk onto Ibit’s 
Courtyard as a new graduate of Powhatan School. 

With sincere gratitude, 

Sue Scarborough

We learn 
not for school, 

but for life.
____
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New Members: Board of Trustees    2018 – 2021

Heather Banks is a graduate of Florida State University, from which she holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Psychology. She then went on to receive her Master of Arts in Industrial/
Organizational Psychology from The University of New Haven. Heather is the Chief 
Human Resources Officer at American Woodmark Corporation. She regularly participates 
in community outreach events, supporting groups such as The Evans Home, the Apple 
Blossom Festival, and Friends of the North Fork Shenandoah River. Heather is parent to 
Powhatan graduate Gillian ‘18, and student Geoffrey ‘22, alongside her husband Kian.  

Jenny Grooms is a graduate of Emory & Henry College, from which she holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Biology/Pre-Med. She is a graduate of Duke University’s Non-Profit 
Management program and a Certified Fundraising Executive. Jenny is the Senior Director 
of Development for Winchester Medical Center Foundation. She is a member of Top of 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce- Valley Business Women Committee, Winchester Rotary 
Club, and Beekeepers of the Northern Shenandoah. Jenny and her husband reside in 
Winchester, Virginia with their two children, Payton (17) and Ethan (13). 

Gray Christopher Farland ‘89 is a graduate of The Lawrenceville School and The 
University of Richmond, from which he holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration with a concentration in Finance. Gray grew up in Clarke County, Virginia and 
attended Powhatan from first through eighth grade. He currently resides in Winchester, 
Virginia and has been working in the construction and real estate development industries 
for the past 19 years. Gray is the Vice President of Corporate Development at The Shockey 
Companies, a happy husband (married to Holly Farland), and father of two Powhatan 
students, Lila ‘26 and Finley ‘28. 
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Powhatan  
Year in  
Review

1. (September) Thomas Bowen ’18, 
Liv Anderson ’18, Jimmy Anderson 
and Alex Anderson ’16 celebrate 
the life of J.T. Anderson ’81 at the 
inaugural J.T. Anderson Memorial 
Golf Tournament. 

2. (October) Seventh graders show 
off their Halloween costumes on 
Vocabulary Word Dress Up Day. 

3. (November) Eighth grade boys 
prepare backstage for their 
Shakespeare production of Macbeth.

4. (December) Esteemed music faculty 
Nicole Davis and Paula Bryant 
celebrate after a spectacular Carol 
Sing.

5. (January) Finley Major ’24 and Lexy 
Plotts ’21 enjoy family bingo night in 
70’s disco attire.

6. (February) Faculty members Ray 
Legge ’75, Kathleen Hobbs, Kelsi 
Bell, Nicole Miller and Robin Coutts 
’86 dress the part for the first annual 
Mitchell and Victoria Smith STEM 
Saturday at Powhatan. 

7. (March) Third graders Lulu Rhodes 
’23 and Carter Starley ’23 take the 
stage for their class production of 
The Araboolies of Liberty Street. 

8. (April) Eighth grader Shayla 
Fitzsimmons-Call ’18 reads to first 
grade as Powhatan’s Head for a Day. 

9. (May) John Hasle ’21 prepares to put 
the shot for the Rails at Powhatan’s 
annual Field Day. 

10. (June) Reagan Myer ’21, Victoria 
Cooper ’21 and Kallaina Basnet ’21 
smile for the camera at the 2018 
graduation ceremony. 
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The 2017-2018 school year marked a true milestone in the history of Powhatan School, celebrating her 70th 
year of educating young children. Throughout the year, students and faculty commemorated her extensive 
history and reflected graciously on the commitment of the community members who were instrumental in 
founding and advancing our institution.  

Mrs. Scarborough kicked off the year by collecting “70 Reasons We Love Powhatan” from students and 
faculty: 

70 Years of  
Learning Not for School, but for Life

Brian Austin-Handy, Kimberly McCann, Carter 
Bessette, Austin Pell and Ronnie Martin present  

about the ‘88 Fire at Gathering.

Last fall we engaged our alumni with a “70 Gifts” Challenge for Powhatan’s Annual Fund. Powhatan graduates 
really stepped up, exceeding 70 gifts in honor of our anniversary and up from 37 the year prior. Thank you!

To remember the 30th anniversary of the Fire of ’88, the 6th grade researched, wrote and presented the 
story in Power Point form to the entire school at a Monday morning Gathering. Led by faculty member 
Louise Jaffe, the students did an exceptional job not only highlighting the dark days after the old house was 
destroyed, but the resilience and dedication of the Powhatan community that quickly brought students back 
to class. 

In May, the 5th grade team of Cassey Nichols and Kelsi Bell, with help from technology instructor Nicole 
Miller, brought Powhatan’s full history to life with a class play they wrote entitled “When History Was Before 
Us.” In the play, a group of current Powhatan students time traveled back to key milestones in Powhatan’s 

“I like how you can make life-long 
friendships here at Powhatan.”

Thomas Bowen ‘18

“Powhatan is great because  
it has an awesome playground!” 

Grace Terzian ‘25

“I think Powhatan is a great school because every 
teacher presents different challenges so your mind 
learns to think in a different way. This can help you 
later in life to deal with challenges that you face. The 
teachers are very caring and if you are having a hard 
time, they will help you understand the lesson you are 
having trouble with. They are committed to helping 
kids learn and progress in school.” 
Avi Dabas ‘20

Adam Rosenfeld as Dr. Legge, Emmet Morris (with 
his signature pipe) as Donald Niemann, and Ameila 
Newman as a Board Member at the groundbreaking  

of the Round Building in the 5th grade play. 
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history, running into an array of past faculty, students 
and parents along the way. 

Powhatan Grandparents were part of the 70th 
anniversary celebration! On a beautiful Grandparents 
Day, our hard-working Paula Bryant/Nicole Davis music 
team produced “Through the Years”, which included 
a selection of music from each decade starting with 
the 1940’s, combined with a historical narration by our 
own long-time past faculty member Dick Bell. 

This year-long celebration concluded with a special 
anniversary gathering in Ibit’s Courtyard. Over 200 
current and past families, faculty and friends joined 
together for lunch and fellowship. The highlight of 
the afternoon were heartfelt speeches from former 
Headmasters Billy Peebles and John Lathrop, who 
recalled their own Powhatan stories and reminded us 
all of just how important it is to carry on the legacy of 
excellence & generosity that began 70 years ago. 

We want to sincerely thank all of the 
students, faculty, alumni, parents and 
community members who marked 
this milestone with us... 

“We stand on the shoulders  
of giants.” 

Isaac Newton
Head of School Sue Scarborough stands with her 
predecessors John Lathrop and Billy Peebles in 

Penny’s Grove after dedicating a bench in honor of  
all Former Heads of School and their families. 

Former faculty members Carolyn Morgoglione,  
Mary Hofstra and Sally Megeath have lunch  

with graduate Alison Cole Hessberg ‘93. 

Three generations of Powhatan graduates celebrate at 
the 70th anniversary party. Betsy Davis Stafford ‘54, 

Mary Davis Blood ‘96 and her son Liam Blood ‘23. 

Grandparents Day Production of “Through the Years”
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1940 1960

1950 1970

1980 2000

1990 2010

Powhatan School

1948-2018

2018
Powhatan 
turns 70!

2016
Powhatan completes its 5th capital campaign, Curiosity Ignited!, elevating 
STEM programming and facilities at the school with the Major Science and 
Innovation Lab, Bessette Family Makerspace, Anderson Gathering 
Pavilion, Morgoglione Science and Innovation Deck, Wilkins Upper School 
Science Labs and the Busch von Gontard Wetlands Inquiry Boardwalk. 

2011
John G. Lathrop retires 
and Susan C. 
Scarborough begins her 
tenure as Powhtan’s 
Head of School. 

The Crocker family 
donates an additional 46 
acres to the Powhatan 
campus, now called the 
Crocker Conservancy. 

2003
The Next Level Capital Campaign successfully wraps up and the 
McIntosh Arts & Sciences building is erected. The additional 
space allowed Powhatan to grow from 1 to 2 sections in each 
grade, substantially growing enrollment over the coming years.

1998
Powhatan celebrates its 50th 
anniversary and the completion of 
“Powhatan at 50” Capital Campaign, 
building Lee Hall, renovating Lindsey 
Library and the Lower School, and 
growing the endowment. 

1992
John G. Lathrop 
succeeds Billy 
Peebles as 
Powhatan’s 8th 
Headmaster.

1989
Construction on the new campus 
is complete and students begin 
school with brand-new facilities. 

1988
An electrical malfunction 
starts an early morning 
fire that completely 
destroys the Old House. 
Unbelievably, just two 
days of school are lost as 
the community rallies to 
get students back to the 
business of learning.1985

Headmaster Old retires, 
and William S. Peebles IV 
becomes Powhatan’s 7th 
Headmaster.

1982
William S. Old steps in as 
Powhatan’s 6th 
Headmaster after a serious 
automobile accident left 
Headmaster Niemann 
unable to continue. 

1967
Ground was broken on the 
“Round Building”, becoming 
the school’s library and 
classrooms for Forms 1- 3 
and 6-8. 

1963
Headmaster Donald 
E.W. Niemann arrives at 
Powhatan and will 
serve for 18 years.

1948  Blue Ridge Country Day School is chartered by a group of local 
parents wanting an independent school option for their children. 

1951
Headmaster Mahaney 
tragically dies of Bright’s 
Disease and is succeeded 
by Theodore Bradley. 

1955
Robert J. Evans 
takes over after 
Headmaster 
Bradley leaves 
and leads the 
school through 
1958.

1958
Powhatan students begin 
their first year in the “Old 
House” after Isabella 
Carter Crocker deeds her 
families’ former summer 
residence, named 
Powhatan, to the Blue 
Ridge Country Day 
School. BRCDS is reborn 
as Powhatan School!

1949
In April, Isabella Tyson Gilpin, Marie W. 
Greenhalgh, Elizabeth M. Byrd and Maria N. 
Dougherty signed the deed as trustees of the 
Blue Ridge Country Day School. School opens 
in the Little Red Schoolhouse with James 
Moyer Mahaney as its first Headmaster.

Powhatan Through the Years
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Gratitude
Merriam-Webster defines it as “the state of being grateful: 
thankfulness.” In our case, it is a permanent state of 
being. For seven decades the Powhatan community has 
expressed its love and support of our students, faculty 
and school with generous hearts and a commitment to 
the betterment of the institution. Whether you support us 
with your time as a volunteer or through financial support, 
we salute you, and thank you, for all that you bring to 
Powhatan School. 

Please take a moment to review our Honor Roll of 
Donors and see just how many families and businesses 
supported Powhatan last year. They dared to be “giants”!

Annual Giving 
Powhatan’s Annual Fund is an important financial boost 
to the school – an Impact! Like most independent 
schools, each year we ask trustees, faculty, current and 
past families, alumni, grandparents and friends to make 
a tax-deductible gift that will directly benefit our students 
that school year. Combined with tuition revenue, these 
gifts ensure excellence across our curricular programs, 
facilities, and faculty in the form of technology upgrades, 
robust continued education for teachers, and facility and 
program enhancements. 

Transformative Gifts
Whether through a capital or annual campaign, over the 
years Powhatan has benefited from many extraordinary 
gifts that make an indelible and visible impact on our 
facilities and programming; and those gifts show our 
community’s commitment to fostering the type of 
innovative vision that makes a true difference. 

Last year, Powhatan received 
a gift from the Ferrell family 
that is transforming our pre-
kindergarten, kindergarten 
and first grade learning 
spaces to support the vision 
of our late pre-kindergarten 
teacher Clare Ferrell. 
She believed in creating 
connections among our 
earliest and foundational 
grades in curriculum, philosophy and space. 

This past summer, our kindergarten and first grade 
classrooms were renovated to create brighter, open and 
flexible shared spaces, including a kid-friendly kitchen for 
cooking collaboration. 

A portion of this transformative gift will go toward 
educating pre-kindergarten and kindergarten parents 
about navigating the developmental stages of four, five 
and six year olds. Clare believed that parents benefit 
from coming together to share and learn from each other 
as well as experts in early childhood education. We are 
forever grateful to Jan and John Ferrell, and Clare and 
Brian Ferrell, for their unparalleled generosity, vision, and 
belief in Powhatan School. 

The old stone building has been a fixture on Powhatan’s 
campus since 1957. While the building has played many 
roles over the years, it was the forward-thinking vision of 
the art department to turn it into a ceramics studio that 
inspired a Powhatan family to donate funds to make the 
renovation possible. Last spring new lighting, electricity, 
and windows and doors were installed to allow four 
season use. It truly is a beautiful space where Powhatan 
students and summer campers can learn the art of 
pottery. 

The Power of Philanthropy 

Major Gifts 69%

Total Giving 2017-2018

Annual Giving 22%

Events 9%
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Events
In the 2017-2018 school year, Powhatan held two major 
fundraising events that brought our community together. 

In September, we held our first ever golf tournament in 
honor of alumnus and late Board of Trustees President 
J.T. Anderson ’81. Twenty teams enjoyed a beautiful 
afternoon at Winchester Country Club, followed by 
a reception and awards. We are so grateful to all the 
businesses and families who supported the tournament 
by playing or sponsoring, especially our title sponsor 
ADDISON Yacht Charters. 

In honor of Powhatan’s 70th anniversary, our annual 
auction and gala was a Disco Ball! Attendees dressed in 
their finest 70’s attire, bid on fantastic live auction items, 
and enjoyed dancing to the sounds of an Earth, Wind and 
Fire Tribute Band. 

Thanks to the efforts of some very special faculty and 
alumni, we were even able to crown a Disco King and 
Queen. Students, parents, alumni and others paid $1 for 

each vote they wanted to cast for their favorite Disco 
couple – Dick Bell and Nela Niemann ’70, Ray Legge ‘75 
and Natalie Greenhalgh ‘93, and Carolyn Morgoglione and 
Harry F. Byrd, III ’86. Over 10,000 votes were cast in the 
weeks leading up to and at the event and it was a close 
race, but Carolyn and Harry were crowned 2018 Powhatan 
Disco King and Queen. These generous faculty and alumni 
really went above and beyond to support our school, and 
as a result, over $10,000 was raised to support the Melissa 
Anne Dabas Fund, which will establish a book collection 
in her honor as well as provide additional funding for 
our Visiting Artist and Author Programs. Melissa was 
President of the Powhatan Parents Association, a very 
active volunteer and loving mother to Avi ’20 and Sajan 
’23 Dabas. She passed away on September 2, 2017 after a 
courageous battle with cancer. 

Our events would not be possible without the support 
of many dedicated volunteers. We sincerely thank each 
and every individual who gave of their time to bring 
our community together. We also gratefully recognize 
Shenandoah Valley Implant Institute as our Disco Ball 
sponsor. 

The Lamp Society
In 2013, Powhatan created The Lamp Society 
to recognize the generous individuals and 
families who have included the school in their 
estate plans. Planned gifts take various forms 
– bequests, trusts, annuities, pooled income, 
property interests - and ensure that Powhatan 
will thrive for many generations to come. 

We honor the following members of The Lamp Society, 
whose gift is truly a legacy:

Anonymous
Sally H. Ashbridge* 
Susi C. Bailey, ‘61

Laura N. Dabinett, MD
Todd D. Ellis 

Thomas T. ’67 and Jean Gilpin
Susan P. Golladay, ‘62 

Susan C. Lee
Virginia Page Mitchell, ‘64

Virginia Watkins (Gin) Mitchell*
Peggy Mahaney Rhoades ’54 and Stephen Rhoades

Susan and Cary Scarborough
Amy O’Neil Sluss
Michael A. Smith
David Wiedemer

*Deceased
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Honor Roll of Donors 
2017 – 2018

1948 Club
($10,000 and greater)
Anonymous 
Dr. and Mrs. John F. Ferrell
Mr. Brian E. Ferrell and Mrs. Clare Ferrell

Blue and White Club
($5,000 - $9,999)
Dr. and Mrs. Yevgeny Kats

Five Pillars Club
($2,500 - $4,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Bessette
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Dotson
Dr. Tracy Fitzsimmons and Mr. Knox Singleton
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hessberg
Kentland Foundation 

Mrs. Helen Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. William Walker

Mr. Bryan Laird
Lantz Construction
Dr. and Mrs. Erik Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Werner

Leadership Circle
($1,000 - $2,499)
Mrs. Charles Abeles
Dr. Victor Appiah and Ms. Mary Osei
Mrs. Marie J. Avant
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Avant
Ms. Susan C. Bailey ’61 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Beckett
Mr. and Mrs. H.K. Benham
Ms. Elaine Bernstein
Dr. and Mrs. Glen Bouder
Mr. and Mrs. Mahlon Burkhard
Dr. Jason T. Call and Dr. Jillian H. Call
Mrs. Liza Glaize Carr ’90 and Mr. J. P. Carr
Ms. Cary Claytor ’88 
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Cockey Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Cooper
Dr. and Mrs. Sanjay Dabas
Mr. and Mrs. Henry B. Davenport, IV 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Dickson
Mr. and Mrs. Gray C. Farland
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ferrari
Mr. Guangtu Gao and Ms. Qian Geng
Ms. Diane L. Gardner 

Shenandoah Community Foundation’s 
   Jacob and Diane Haun-Gardner Fund

Mr. Ted Guarriello 
T.J. Guarriello, Jr. Family Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. James Gullett
Mr. and Mrs. Talon Haynie
Dr. Alison Hessberg ’93 and  

Dr. Kevin Hessberg 
Dr. and Mrs. William Houck
Mr. and Mrs. David Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. John Lathrop

Mr. Daniel D. Leger and  
Ms. Mahoney La Pierre

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Lewis 
The Marjorie S. Lewis Charitable Fund  

Mr. and Mrs. Tony McCann 
Columbia Threadneedle’s Acorn Fund  

Mr. Brown Sharp and Ms. Damaris Abeles
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Slavin
Dr. and Mrs. Curtis J. Thwing
Ms. Laurie Volk
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Williams

Circle of Excellence
($500 - $999)
Ms. Erin G. Austin and Mr. Brian A. Handy
Mr. and Mrs. Kian Banks
Mr. and Mrs. William Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Burkhard
Mr. and Mrs. Dave W. Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff T. Cesnik
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Conroy
Ms. Toni L. Crane
Dr. Joseph M. Damron Jr. ’67 and 

Mrs. Kathy Damron and Joe Damron ’05 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. England 

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Exxon Mobil Corporation 
Mr. Richard A. Farland
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Farrell Jr. 
Ms. Caroline Fitzgerald
Mr. David Fleming
Mr. and Mrs. Brian A. Gallamore
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald B. Gildersleeve 
Mr. Thomas T. Gilpin  ’67 and 

Mrs. Jean Gilpin  
Ms. Laurel Greene 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kelble 

Fidelity Charitable Grant  
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Huddleston 
Dr. Robert S. Kidd and Dr. Leslie S. Kidd 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Kofsky
Mrs. Caroline M. Lathrop
Kadie A. Madison ’07 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. McFillen
Ms. Theresa E. Morgoglione ’70 and 

Mr. John D. Schutte ’73   
Dr. James Nashed and Dr. Trisha Nashed
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Patton 

The Patton Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Shalini Reddy and Mr. Rama Reddy 
Mr. Stephen Rhoades and  

Mrs. Peggy Mahaney Rhoades ‘54
Dr. Marc Richman and Dr. Jessica Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Cary Scarborough 
Dr. and Mrs. Eric D. Starley
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Strider
Mrs. Mary S. Triplette ’59 

Chief’s Circle
($250 - $499)
Mrs. Carlene Ackerman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bouck 
Mr. Phillip B. Brondstater ’75 and 

Mrs. Jackie Brondstater
Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Byrd, III  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Claytor 
Mrs. Betsy Coffey   
Mrs. Eileen Davis  
Dr. Donald Dilzer and Dr. Annette Dilzer
Mrs. Mary C. Fore 
Mr. Martin Goon and Mrs. Megan Stickel
Dr. Alok Gopal and Dr. Meenu Gopal  
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Grafton  
Dr. Robert C. Green, III ‘68
Mr. Langdon B. Greenhalgh and  

Mrs. Natalie Greenhalgh ‘93  
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Harris  
Mr. and Mrs. James Hasle  
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Hess 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Hetzel 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Hilton 
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald D. Johnson  
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Kesler 

Delta Airlines Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick W. Larkin III  
Mr. Mark A. Lloyd and Mrs. Weiling Zhao
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Mallory  
Nicholas Blane Marfing ’04 
Ms. Sally H. Megeath  
Mr. Joseph Morris and Mrs. Susan Morris ‘89 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Myer 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Myers 
Mr. and Mrs. George Ohrstrom II  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Onderko 
Dr. and Mrs. Jared Pell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Smalley  
David McKinley Strider ’04  
Mr. and Mrs. William S. C. Talley ’76 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Timberlake 
Mr. James Vogt and Mrs. Kelly Vogt  
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Walter, IV 

Circle of Friends
(Under $250)
Mr. Dwight David Adams and  

Ms. Jessica A. Simpson
Mrs. Judith Anderson  
Anonymous 
Dr. Andrew J. Armstrong ’88  
Dr. Anne M. Bacon  
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse C. Bacon 
Ms. Catherine M. Barr  
Mr. R. Dixon Bell 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Benson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Biggs III  
Mr. Kenneth Bitner 

Thank you to all who donated to Powhatan’s Annual Fund Campaign during the 2017-2018 school year. Your gifts made 
an invaluable impact to our program which benefits all of our students. Your spirit of giving is very appreciated by our 
teachers, our staff, and all of those who care for our school.
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Mr. Bill Bowen 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Bryant 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Burke 
Mrs. Jennifer Willey Burks ’85  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Burns, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Burton  
Ms. Gretchen C. Byrd ’91 
Mr. Harry F. Byrd, IV ’86 and Mrs. Ashley Byrd 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Carroll 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Caruso  
Mrs. Carol Chapman 
Zohaib R. Cheema ’15  
Sarah A. Cheema ’10  
Mrs. Beatrice L. Chopski 
Mr. Peter J. Cook  
Ms. Robin Houck Coutts ’86
Mr. John W. Crawford ’56 and  

Mrs. Polly Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Clarke Crenshaw 
Dabinett-McKelway Family
Olivia C. Dickens-Bowman ’13  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Dickerson  
Henry ‘Hank’ Dickerson ’16  
Lucille R. Dickerson ’13  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Diehl  
Mr. Tupper H. Dorsey ’70 and  

Mrs. Wendy Dorsey
Christopher T. Drunagel ’79 
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Ellis  
Mrs. Ruth Ferguson  
Mr. Brian Fisher  
Mrs. Helen N. Fox  
Mrs. Hannah Garrity and Mr. Richard Lilly 
Dr. and Mrs. T. Avery Gibbs  
Dr. Heather Gibson and Mr. Kevin Wetzel 
Mr. William M. Gilpin ’94 and Mrs. Ryan Gilpin 
Mr. David B. Glaize ’02 and Mrs. Mimi Glaize 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Glaize  
Greenway Garden Club  
Mr. Christopher Hagert and  

Dr. Christie Hagert 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Hagert 
Ms. Susanne W. Harris ’94  
Jeffrey P. Harris, Jr. ’91 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hatfield  
Alexandra R. Hess ’14  
Mr. and Mrs. Peter H. Hetzel  
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hobbs 
Major Gen. and Mrs. Henry M. Hobgood 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hockman  
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Hofstra 
Andrew R. Hofstra ’98 
Kate E. Hofstra ’01 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Holloway  
Ms. Beth Huddleston  
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Ingram 
Mr. Edward Irwin and Ms. Patricia Gray 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Jaffe 
Ms. Carolyn Johnson  
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kalbach  
Mr. and Mrs. Glen F. Koontz 
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Kotz 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kronfeld  
Ms. Connie Laird  
Mrs. Judith Landes 
Ms. Tracie Lane  
Mr. W. R. Legge ’75 and  

Mrs. Mary Adams-Legge
Armistead Legge ‘09
Winnie Legge  

Catherine W. Lewis ’14  
Ms. Lesley Linster  
Ms. Catherine R. Logan 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Looney 
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Major
Mr. and Mrs. Tomislav Marincic 
Mr. Bert Martin  
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer McCann  
Page Monahan McEachern ’70 
Ms. Sara McIntosh Stern ’67  
Dr. Russell McKelway and Dr. Laura Dabinett 
Mr. Donald McNeely  
Dr. and Mrs. W. D. McWhorter  
Mr. and Mrs. Gantt W. Miller, III 
Mrs. Nicole Miller 
Mrs. Eleanor Monahan  
Mr. William G. P. Monahan ’78  
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse F. Morgan
Mrs. Carolyn Morgoglione  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Morris  
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Myer  
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Nerangis 
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Peebles, IV 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew T. Peterson 
Matthew D. Reames ‘88 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Robb  
Mrs. Laura Robb  
Ms. Mitzi Rodriguez  
Ms. Alice Rodway  
Mr. Robert L. Rogers and  

Ms. Kathryn McGinnis
Mr. Scott Rosenfeld and  

Dr. Shyama Rosenfeld
Mr. Ryan C. Royston ’87 and  

Mrs. Rieman Claytor Royston ’92  
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Scheulen  
John ‘Clay’ Schutte ’02  
Mrs. Mariellen Schwentker  
Mr. Manoj Sharma and Dr. Sheetal Sharma  
Ms. Siri Sitton  
Mr. Samuel A. Slaughter and  

Ms. Judith McCann-Slaughter
Rhodes C. Smith ’13 
Lillian A. Smith ’15  
Dr. Nicholas D. Snow and  

Dr. M. Cathleen McCoy 
Ian C. Snow ’03   
Elizabeth Haviland Snow ’05  
Mrs. Christiane D. Sorel ’68  
Cameron L. Steeley ’12 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Steeley 
Dr. and Mrs. Elford M. Stephens II 
Mrs. F. G. Stewart 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Stieg, Jr.  
Ms. Tamson Stone-Conrad and  

Mr. Bryan H. Conrad ’69 
Mr. Joseph E. Strider ’06  
Mr. Rajesh Subedi and Mrs. Nandita Subedi 
Delaney B. Taylor ’10 
Tabor S. Thwing ’12  
Mrs. June Thwing  
Mr. and Mrs. David Toth  
Dr. Mary L. Turner 
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Vickers
Miss Alyssa Walzak 
Mr. and Mrs. John Warren  
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Warren  
The Clara Weiss Fund 

The Weiss and Murphy Families 

Mr. H. G. White, III ’76 
Dr. and Mrs. H. G. White, Jr.  
Mr. John D. Wiedemer and  

Ms. Betsy Pritchard  
Benson W. Wiedemer ’16 
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Willey  
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Williamson Sr. 
Mrs. Orme Wilson, Jr. 
Elizabeth M. Wyeth ’61
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Yoder 
Mrs. Alice T. York 
Mr. Nathan S. Zuckerman ’94 and  

Mrs. Jen Zuckerman  
Caroline Search Walls ’10  
 
Annual gifts may be designated to specific 
areas that are closest to your heart or to 
where they are most needed.

Annual Scholarship Aid Fund
Mr. and Mrs. James Royston
Cameron L. Steeley ’12 
Mr. Nathan S. Zuckerman ’94 and  

Mrs. Jen Zuckerman  

Crocker Conservancy
Greenway Garden Club

Fund for Faculty Salaries
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Kian Banks
Henry ‘Hank’ Dickerson ’16  
Lucille R. Dickerson ’13 
Mrs. Natalie Swope Greenhalgh ’93 and 

Mr. Landon Greenhalgh
Mrs. Eleanor Mollohan
Caroline Search Walls ’10  

Fund for Operations
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald B. Gildersleeve

Hal Oxenham Fund for Continuing 
Education
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Kesler
Dr. and Mrs. Jared Pell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Smalley, Jr.

Morgoglione-Robb Fund for Curricular 
Programs
Dr. Joseph M. Damron, Jr. ’67 and  

Mrs. Kathy Damron
Mr. Guangtu Gao and Mrs. Qian Geng
Ms. Beth Huddleston

Technology Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Diehl

Designated Gifts
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Bessette
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Cockey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Dotson
Exxon Mobil, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. John F. Ferrell
Mr. Brian E. Ferrell
Dr. Tracy Fitzsimmons and Mr. Knox Singleton
Mr. Ryan C. Royston ’87 and  

Mrs. Rieman Claytor Royston ’92  
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Sluss, II

Gifts-In-Kind
Mr. Phillip B. Brondstater ’75 and 

Mrs. Jackie Brondstater
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Hofstra
Mr. and Mrs. John Johnson



14

Jordan Springs Market
 Ms. Olivia Landry
Mr. Mark A. Lloyd and Ms. Weiling Zhao
Golden Seal Enterprises 

Mr. Frank Phillips
Frederick Block, Brick and Stone 

Mr. Steven A. Slaughter ‘91

Curiosity Ignited! Capital Campaign Gifts 
2017-2018
The Clara Weiss Fund 

The Weiss and Murphy Families
Mr. Guy Pidgeon

General Endowment
Mr. Todd Ellis
Mr. Thomas T. Gilpin ’67 and Mrs. Jean Gilpin
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Peebles, IV

The Elizabeth Cook Fund for Professional 
Development
Mrs. Caroline Cook Buechle ’92
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Lathrop 

Lucy M. Gilpin Endowment Fund for 
Financial Aid
Mr. Thomas T. Gilpin ’67 and Mrs. Jean Gilpin

John G. Lathrop Scholarship Fund
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Lathrop

Mary B. Porterfield Fund for Continuing 
Education in Mathematics and Technology
Mr. Philip T. Porterfield, III ’63 

Morgoglione Program Support
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Peebles, IV

Mikie Jones Visiting Author Program
Mr. Clint Jones

The Melissa Dabas Fund
Anonymous   
Ms. Erin G. Austin and Mr. Brian A. Handy
Mr. and Mrs. Kian Banks  
Mr. R. Dixon Bell  
Mrs. Marisa A. Swope Benforado ’96    
Dr. and Mrs. Scott J. Berman   
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Bessette    
Mr. William Buettin and Dr. Erin Buettin 
Mr. Harry F. Byrd, IV ’86 and Mrs. Ashley Byrd 
Ms. Gretchen C. Byrd ’91   
Dr. Jason T. Call and Dr. Jillian H. Call  
Ms. Cary Claytor ‘88    
Mrs. Leocadia Conlon    
Dr. Sanjay Dabas   
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Damron, Jr. 
Ms. Candace L. Davenport   
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Donovan   
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Flores   
Mrs. Helen N. Fox   
Lucille Glaize Frey ’04    
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Glaize   
Ms. Laurel Greene      
Mr. George P. Greenhalgh, III ’60 and  

Mrs. Robin Greenhalgh ’70, Meg ’04, Sybil 
’02 and Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. Talon Haynie  
Dr. Kevin Hessberg and  

Dr. Alison Hessberg ’93
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hobbs    
Nicole Josephine Hobbs ’05    
Robert J. Hobbs ’02    
Jillian K. Hobbs ’03   
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Hofstra      

Mr. and Mrs. David Johnson    
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Kelble      
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight Kemp    
Mr. Daniel D. Leger and  

Ms. Mahoney La Pierre
Catherine W. Lewis ’14  
Ms. Theresa E. Morgoglione ’70 and 

Mr. John D. Schutte ’73  
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Myer  
Dr. Thai Nguyen and Dr. Mai Ha    
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy D. Nichols   
Celeste A. Doerwaldt O’Brien ’01   
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Onderko      
Dr. and Mrs. Jared Pell    
Mr. Kyle Pryde    
Ms. Alice Rodway   
Mr. and Mrs. Cary Scarborough      
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Selzer   
Supreeti Sharma ’07  
Mr. Brown Sharp and Ms. Damaris Abeles 
Mr. Steven A. Slaughter ’91 and  

Mrs. Amy Slaughter 
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Sluss II 
Anne D. Bell Solenberger ’94    
Ms. Tamson Stone-Conrad and  

Mr. Bryan H. Conrad ’69 
Students of Powhatan School
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Swope     
Mrs. Natalie Swope Greenhalgh ’93 and Mr. 

Langdon B. Greenhalgh     
Darren K. Testa ’86    
Dr. and Mrs. Curtis J. Thwing   
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Williams 

In Memory of J.T. Anderson ’81 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Nerangis

In Memory of Melissa Dabas
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Hetzel 
Dr. and Mrs. Yevgeny Kats 

In Memory of Tom Dunning ’55
Mr. Thomas T. Gilpin ’67 and Mrs. Jean Gilpin  

In Memory of Betty Schutte
Mrs. Judith Anderson
Ms. Susan C. Bailey ’61 
Mr. and Mrs. H.K. Benham
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Burns, Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Byrd, III
Mr. Peter J. Cook
Mr. Thomas T. Gilpin ’67 and Mrs. Jean Gilpin
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kalbach
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Lewis
Drs. Russell McKelway and Laura Dabinett
Mrs. Eleanor Monahan
Mrs. Carolyn Morgoglione
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Myer
Mr. Guy Pidgeon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Smalley, Jr
Dr. and Mrs. H. G. White, Jr

In Memory of Clare Ferrell
Dr. Victor Appiah and Ms. Mary Osei
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Williams

In Memory of Anne Wheeler
Dr. Anne Bacon
Mrs. Carol Chapman
Mrs. Helen N. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Kotz
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Major
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Myer

Matthew D. Reames ’88 
Mrs. Laura Robb 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Stieg, Jr. 

In Honor of Helen Fox
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Peebles, IV

In Honor of Celie and Jeff Harris
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Peebles, IV

In Honor of Harry Holloway
Ms. Betsy Pritchard and  

Mr. John D. Wiedemer
Benson W. Wiedemer ’16 

In Honor of Carolyn and Dino Morgoglione
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Peebles, IV

In Honor of Madelyn and Paxton Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Farrell Jr.

In Honor of Shayla Fitzsimmons-Call
Dr. Tracy Fitzsimmons and Mr. Knox Singleton

In Honor of Harris and Hudson Hagert
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Hagert

In Honor of Landon Janke
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Caruso  

In Honor of Beazy Schilling
Mrs. Beatrice L. Chopski

JT Anderson Memorial Golf Tournament 

Major Sponsors
ADDISON Yacht Charters, Mr. Scott Bessette
AKRE Capital Management, Mr. Daniel Leger
Cooper’s Jewelers, Mr. Mark Cooper
EFD Investments, Mr. Cody Dearing
Exclusively Faces, Dr. Matthew Karen
Frederick Block, Brick and Stone,  

Mr. Steve Slaughter ‘91
Hottel and Willis, Inc.
Melco, Inc., Mr. Christopher Molden
Monoflo, Mr. John Johnson
Shenandoah Valley Implant Institute,  

Dr. Jeffrey Dickson 

Tee Sponsorships and Donations
Ms. Susan Bailey ‘61
Barrett Machine
Berman Chiropractic, Dr. Scott Berman
Bill and Erin Buettin
Clarke County Properties,  

Mr. John D. Schutte
Mr. Gray Farland ‘89
Glaize Developments, Mr. J.P. Carr
Mr. Mac Hobgood
Integrity Home Mortgage,  

Mr. Adam Huddleston
Kern Motor Company, Trey & Rick Kern
Mr. Bryan Laird
Mrs. Sue C. Lee
Mr. Jeff Kelble
Mr. and Mrs. Dino Morgoglione
Paula and Fred Myer
Piccadilly Pub and Restaurant,  

Mr. Dale Massey
Rio Insurance, Mr. Lynne Rio
Mr. Skip Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Thwing
Mr. Bill Walker
Weatherproofing Systems, Mr. Ron Allanson
The Winchester Star, Mr. Tom Byrd
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Volunteers    2017 – 2018

Damaris Abeles
Dwight Adams and Jessica 

Simpson
Brenda Anderton
Liv Anderson ’18 
Leigh Avant
Susan ‘Susi’ Bailey ’61 
Gillian Banks ’18 
Kian Banks
Cathy Barr
Tom and Tolly Beckett
Will Bell
Ilona Benham
Barbara Bessette
Kenny Bitner
Glen Bouder
Heather Bowen
Thomas Bowen ’18 
Arnold and Breigh Bowers
Bill Buettin
Brian Burke
Beth Burkhard
Harry Byrd, III ‘86
Tom Byrd
Josh Call ’18 
J.P. and Liza Carr ’90 
Jeff and Trice Cesnik
Barbara Clagett ’64 
Susan Claytor
Steve Cluss
Leocadia Conlon
Linda Conroy
Peter Cook
Mark Cooper
Sam Cornette ’18 
Robin Coutts ’86 
Louisa Craig ’18 
Bill and Angie Crawford
Frances Crawford ’59 
Lindy Davenport ’13
Lucy Dickerson ’13 
Jeff and Katy Dickson
Lisa Dilger
Annette Dilzer
Veronique Dobson
Claudine Dotson
Tom and Angie Dymacek
Charlie Donovan ’18 
Christine Donovan
Guy and Susan Eaves
Jessica Edwards
Michele Edwards
Harriet Ellis

Stephanie Ellis
Ruth Emma
Daniel and Angela Evanchik
Gray ‘89 and Holly Farland
Richard Farland
Anthony and Heather Farrell
Shayla Fitzsimmons-Call ‘18
Tracy Fitzsimmons
David Fleming
Kelly Flores
Brian and Lisa Gallamore
Guangtu Gao and Qian Geng
Hannah Garrity
Erin Gemma 
Emily Gerenski 
Chris Gerhard
Heather Gibson
Gerald Gildersleeve
Tom Gilpin ’67 and Jean Gilpin
Mimi Glaize 
Susan Porterfield Golladay ‘62
Meenu Gopal 
Laurel Greene
Celie Harris 
Audrey Hasle 
Mike Hatfield
Lisa Haynie 
Ty Headley 
Holly Henderson
Lauren Hetzel ’18 
Robert and Stacy Hetzel
Kevin Hessberg
Michael and Joan Hill
Karen Hillyard
Harry Holloway
Fin Horowicz ’18 
Karissa Horowicz
Adam and Shawn Huddleston
Ed Irwin and Lynn Gray
Natalie Swope Greenhalgh ’93 
Nirmala Gautam
Harry Jaffe
Carleen Janke 
Gerald and Maegan Johnson
Kelly Johnson
Thomas Johnson ’18 
Ginny Kalbach
Jeff and Erika Kelble 
Alex Kerns ’01 
Riley Kerns ’04 
Cheri Kesler
Niki Kofsky
English Koontz

Holland Koontz ’18 
Krishna Koshta
Michelle Kotkin
Mahoney La Pierre
Ashley Laird
Bryan Laird
Olivia Landry 
Angie Larkin
Kristen Larson 
John Lathrop
Sue Lee
Daniel Leger
Ray Legge ’75 
Marjorie Lewis 
Mike and Rebekah Lewis
Karen Magaha
Art Major
Monika Mali
Howard and Katie Manheimer
Kristi Mantoni
Bert Martin
Lisa Mayfield
Pam McCann
Charles McIntosh ’71 
Molly McFillen ’18 
Robin McFillen
Dee Dee McLean
Sally Megeath
Christy Mistr
Stuart Monroe
Carolyn Morgoglione
Clay and Susan Morris ‘89
Talon Morris ’18 
Brooke Moulton
Tanya Mulvey
Lisa Weiss Murphy ’71 
Joe Myer
Jeremy Nichols
Hannah Nieman ’18 
Christine Onderko 
Mary Osei 
Jay and Adrienne Pastore 
Dixa Patel
William ‘Billy’ Peebles, IV
Patty Peeples
Kristi Pell
Austin Peters
Matt Peterson and Anne 

Williams ‘95
Richie and Jennifer Pifer 
Phillishia Plew 
Greg and Steffany ‘94 Plotts
Kimberly Powell

Yekaterina Rabkin
Christopher Rankin
Rama Reddy
Emily Reitz
Peggy Mahaney Rhoades ’54 
Laura Robb
Lori Roberts 
Mitzi Rodriguez
Scott and Shyama Rosenfeld 
Ryan Royston ’87 and Rieman 

Royston ’92 
Melody Schwartzman 
Mary Schwentker
Ritesh Shah
Mary Lee Shanahan
Rachel Short
Siri Sitton
Steve ‘91 and Amy Slaughter
Lee Slavin
Jim and Amy Sluss
Ele Smalley ’18 
Robert Smalley
Scott Smalley
Selena Smart
Azusa Stephens 
Megan Stickel 
Robert Stieg
Tammy Stone-Conrad
Nadita Subedi
Matt Szechenyi ‘91
Katie Terzian 
Ann Thompson
Pam Throckmorton
Beau Thwing ’18 
Curtis and Shari Thwing
Tabor Thwing ’12 
Michelle Timberlake 
Michelle Trunnell 
Alyson Yoder 
Adalbert and Beatrice von 

Gontard
Bobbi Waldner
Diane Walter
Alyssa Walzak
Jennifer Warren
Teresa Weis 
Whitney Werner 
Austin and Mitra Westover 
John and Maxine Willey
Alice ‘Cummie’ York 
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Faculty Spotlight: 
5th Grade Teacher – Kelsi Bell

Kelsi, we are so glad you joined the Powhatan family. Tell 
our extended community a bit about your background, 
career path, and what drew you to teaching.

I spent years instructing my stuffed animals how to 
read and solve math problems in the basement of my 
childhood home. My sweet mama would probably say 
that I was born teaching. She would also probably share 
some embarrassing stories about my sparkly teacher 
wand (which I still have!) hitting my scribbled-on easel 
as I shouted things like, “Pay attention!” and, “Are you 
listening to me?” Fortunately, in my high school years, 
I enrolled in an Early Childhood Education Completer 
Program through the University of Maryland, through 
which I quickly learned that teacher wands are not, in 
fact, meant to be used as noise-makers. I soon went 
on to working during my summers at a local preschool, 
then delved into my studies as an Elementary Education 
major at Marshall University. It was after graduation that 
I landed my first teaching job -- an uncertain long-term 
sub position in a third grade classroom at Hite-Saunders 
Elementary in Huntington, West Virginia -- that turned 
into two incredible, career-shaping years alongside 
talented colleagues and stellar administration. With more 
learning and growing to be done, I began teaching at 
Hilda J. Barbour Elementary in Front Royal, VA, where I 
spent an additional two years in a third grade classroom 
with strong, inspiring teachers and administrators. Today, 
I count it all as joy to be a part of the Powhatan family, 
finding myself in awe of my fortune to have landed, yet 

again, among some of the most talented individuals I’ve 
ever met in this profession, and to have been afforded 
the opportunity to teach students with such deep seated 
fire for learning. 

In just one year you’ve brought a lot of energy to your 
new position. Last May you orchestrated an innovative 
program new to 5th grade called “Big Dreams Day” 
that our students really enjoyed. Can you describe the 
project, why you brought it to Powhatan, and what the 
students gained from it?

Big Dreams Day was the brainchild of a dear friend of 
mine from my years at Hite-Saunders Elementary. Susan 
McKinley, our school’s only special education teacher, 
committed herself daily to not just doing right by her 
students, but doing the best for her students, no matter 
what the cost. A dreamer herself, Susan breathed life 
into Big Dreams Day - an opportunity for each student 
to meet a mentor in his or her “dream career” for a few 
hours to talk about the trials and triumphs that led to 
accomplishing his or her big dreams. Students created 
Dream Boards -- a collage of sorts, with photos, words, 
and art -- that showcased their biggest dreams and 
deepest desires. From the outside looking in, it was 
one of the most remarkable things I had ever seen - a 
group of students embracing their truest potential, and 
believing that maybe, just maybe, their wildest dreams 
might one day become their reality. It was an honor to 
carry Susan’s tradition to Powhatan and provide this 
unique experience for our students. The “Big” day was a 
surprise last year; students found out about their mentors 
through a personal letter, and had just a day’s time to 
craft interview questions for their appointments. Our 

Kelsi Bell works with student Brooks Gerhard.

Large animal veterinarian Michele Edwards mentors our animal 
loving students Amelia Slavin, Meghan Duley and Teya Starley. 
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classrooms buzzed with excitement - a kind of high that 
lives inside the heart and takes deep root, fueling their 
passions for years to come. And though they felt they 
were the ones receiving a gift, the true gift was mine - it 
was packaged in the smiles and the hugs.  The gift will 
continue to give, and give, and give.  It will give until 
those sweet students aren’t gluing magazine clippings 
on a dream board, but hanging degrees on their walls, 
art in their studios, stethoscopes around their necks, and 
blueprints in their offices.  Bar none, Big Dreams Day is 
my favorite day of the school year. 

You have experience working in a variety of settings, 
including camps and public and private schools. 
With a year now under your belt at Powhatan, what 
opportunities and advantages has our environment 
afforded you as a teacher and how do our students 
benefit as a result?

Contrary to common educational culture, Powhatan 
School puts students at the center of learning, with 
creativity and innovation at its hub. Because students 
are taking the lead in their learning experiences, a sense 
of ownership and responsibility for personal growth 
is being developed, and the stakes rise - without the 
looming doom of a standardized test to extinguish their 
passions. At Powhatan, students aren’t measured against 
one another, but are measured against themselves, 
celebrating each milestone of academic, emotional, 

and personal growth. This mindset yields opportunities 
for self-awareness, goal setting, self-assessment, and 
reflection. Such a learning environment, as a result, 
encourages teachers to embrace the unique qualities of 
each of their students, and develop learning experiences 
that capitalize on students’ strengths and interests to 
shape instruction. And in the same way that Powhatan 
teachers encourage their students to take risks, try new 
things, and embrace their own research and learning 
processes, I am encouraged to develop innovative 
teaching methods, implement outside-the-box lessons, 
and collaborate frequently to seamlessly tie together 
threads of cross curricular instruction for the benefit of 
student growth. This counter-cultural perspective of 
“students in the center” invites all parties to buy in to the 
learning process, and therefore, invites all to benefit from 
the investment tenfold. 

What hopes and dreams do you have for our school 
community, and what will keep Powhatan on the cutting 
edge of instruction?

Powhatan’s unique community of learners, teachers, 
administrators, and parents have long stood on the value 
of traditions and innovation. To keep our school on the 
cutting edge of instruction, an appropriate balance of 
tradition and innovation must be the focal point of our 
drive. As a community, we have to recognize that school 
should look different for every generation of students, 
and celebrate the trajectory of where innovation and 
technology will carry our learners. Creative problem 
solving is at the center of modern technology, the 
workforce, and now, the classroom. While we cannot 
predict what the coming years will bring in terms of 
our evolving world, we can prepare our students with 
the tools, the skills, and dispositions they need to find 
success. As we focus on systems and procedures, work 
habits and study skills, problem solving and critical 
thinking, our students will develop the independence 
and passion necessary for their futures. 

Mary Hofstra
For 28 years, Mary Hofstra devoted herself to 
our student’s reading success and supporting 

our teachers in the classroom. Her gentle 
nature and steadfast support helped countless 

numbers of students make strides in reading and 
comprehension, ultimately leading to their success 

at Powhatan. We are grateful for her devotion to 
our school family and wish her much happiness in 

retirement. Thank you, Mrs. Hofstra!

JJ Werner, Sophia Appiah and Lily Eaves learn about the world 
of writing and publishing from Harry Jaffe, National Editor of 
Washingtonian Magazine.
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Graduation Awards

Front row: Liv Rodriguez, Ele Smalley, Louisa Craig, Lauren Hetzel, Sam Cornette, James Davenport,  
Beau Thwing, Molly McFillen, Holland Koontz, Hannah Nieman, Lilia Sharp, Liv Anderson.

Second Row: Gillian Banks, Shayla Fitzsimmons-Call, Robert Avant, Fin Horowicz, Charlie Donovan,  
Talon Morris, Nathaniel Thomas and Josh Call.

Last Row: Will Morgan, Gordon Burton, Thomas Bowen, Thomas Johnson, Andrew Schwentker and  
Peter Babineau.

Class of 2018

The Niemann Service Award goes to a student whose 
passion for making the world a better place reaches 
not only our local community but also another part of 
the world. In Winchester, she volunteers weekly at the 
Highland Food Pantry helping customers and stocking 
shelves with donated food. Globally, to promote 
young girls’ empowerment and education, this student 
organized and led three trips to Haiti where she ran 
soccer camps to teach soccer skills and build self-
esteem to young women. The 2018 Niemann Service 
Award goes to Shayla Fitzsimmons-Call. The Niemann Service Award
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The Head’s Award is given by Sue Scarborough with the 
advice of the faculty to a student who appears special in 
our eyes for a specific reason. This year’s Head’s award 
is given to a student who exemplifies the phrase “gentle 
in manner, strong in deed.” Whether working on a class 
project, playing a sport for her school or supporting a 
classmate through a tough time, this student consistently 
acts with integrity, civility and respect. As a result, she is 
a sought after friend by her classmates and held in high 
esteem by the Powhatan faculty and staff. This year’s 
Head’s Award goes to Louisa Craig. 

This year’s Gilpin Personal Achievement Award is 
awarded to two students who, in the opinion of the 
faculty, have shown great personal achievement while at 
Powhatan.

The first award goes to a student who the faculty has 
watched grow in confidence over her years at Powhatan. 
In particular, over the past two years in the upper school, 
she has become an academic leader by example, 
developing her deep thinking and strong writing skills. 
She has reached this level of academic strength through 
hard work and determination. The first Gilpin Personal 
Achievement Award goes to Lauren Hetzel. 

The second award is given to a student who is determined 
to always do his best. Never one to shy away from a 
challenge, even when tasks were tough or assignments 
needed hours of work, this student persevered. Teachers 
recollected that although this student’s academic path 
was not always smooth, he kept a positive outlook 
exhibiting the lifelong skill of resilience. The second Gilpin 
Personal Achievement Award goes to Fin Horowicz. 

The Associate Trustee Award for Academic Excellence 
is given to the student who demonstrates a superior 
academic record. This student excels in many areas of 
our program while continuing to put academics first, as 
evidenced by her consistent high achievement and drive 
toward excellence. She exemplifies the thought that no 
assignment is too small to be done thoughtfully and well. 
The Associate Trustee Award for Academic Excellence 
goes to Louisa Craig. 

This year’s recipient of The Mahaney Cup is a leader 
in his class and a well-rounded student. His actions 
are driven by his heart and are guided by the pillars of 
integrity, respect and civility. With a consistent positive 
attitude and a desire to do what is right, he is a loyal 
friend who can be counted upon by his classmates. Not 
at all boastful, he quietly sets goals for himself, his team 
or his play cast – then sets out to achieve them, never 
at the expense of others and always for the good of 
everyone. The Mahaney Memorial Cup is awarded this 
year to Beau Thwing. 

Head’s Award

Gilpin Personal Achievement Award

Gilpin Personal Achievement Award

The Mahaney Cup

The Associate Trustee Award for  
Academic Excellence
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LIV ANDERSON
Liv faces each day with positive 
determination and a drive to give 
her best to whatever she is doing. 
When describing Liv, her teachers 
use words like diligent, loyal and 
enthusiastic. This year, Liv set a goal 
to make her eighth grade year her 
best at Powhatan and she certainly 
succeeded! Since kindergarten, Liv 

has been an active member of her class. As a Rail Captain, 
she showed her school spirit by participating in sports all 
three seasons, which she has done since sixth grade. Her 
favorite sport is Field Hockey yet her coaches describe 
her as an all-round athlete due to her ability to joyfully 
compete, setting an example for her peers and younger 
athletes. Beyond Powhatan, Liv participated in gymnastics 
from second to fifth grade. She also took dance lessons 
and continues to help younger gymnasts at her gym. 
Liv also enjoys swimming and believe it or not, she likes 
doing homework! Middleburg Academy will be getting an 
excellent student when Liv arrives next year!

ROBERT AVANT
Robert joined his eighth grade 
class in sixth grade after his family 
moved to Winchester from Atlanta. 
Since his arrival, he has been a 
committed positive contributor to 
his class both academically and 
athletically. Robert participated 
on the MathCounts Team, Student 
Council and enjoyed going to our 

Maker Space after school. He played upper school soccer, 
basketball and lacrosse with soccer being his favorite 
sport. This year, he helped to lead our Varsity Soccer team 
to an undefeated season and our lacrosse team to win a 
tournament (Go Chiefs!). Robert’s life after school is also 
quite full. He plays for Winchester United Orange 2003 
Boys Travel Soccer Team, volunteers with The Blue Ridge 
National League of Cotillions and has served on several 
mission projects with Braddock Street United Methodist 
Church. In his free time, Robert enjoys fly fishing, and 
the biggest fish he ever caught was a 35 lb. Black Drum! 
Robert, I will miss your firm hand shake to start my day next 
year! Handley high school is getting one of our best! 

PETER BABINEAU
With all the tools to be successful, 
Peter has grown tremendously 
since his arrival to Powhatan in 
fourth grade and during his years 
in the upper school. We have 
watched his interests broaden as 
he explored opportunities in our 
academic, athletic and creative arts 
programs. During his time in the 

upper school, he played soccer, basketball and participated 
in the outdoor education program. In sixth grade Peter 

joined the MathCounts team and participated in the chess 
club. He played Benny Southstreet in the seven grade 
musical “Guys and Dolls” and took the role of Lenox in 
the eighth grade production of “Macbeth”. Peter helped 
with several Powhatan rummage sales and volunteered at 
RMA football games. When he has some spare time, he 
enjoys reading and playing computer games. Peter will be 
heading off to Randolph Macon Academy next year and 
the faculty and I know he is ready to soar! 

GILLIAN BANKS
It is not easy moving to a new 
school in eighth grade, yet Gillian 
conquered this challenge with 
ease! Living in four states, nine 
different homes and attending five 
different schools in her lifetime, 
she has mastered the art of change 
and making new friends which has 
made her an extremely adaptable 
young lady. Gillian easily embraced her new eighth grade 
Powhatan class and her strong work ethic matched our 
learning culture perfectly. With high standards for herself, 
she comes to class each day prepared, ready to work and 
participate with pertinent and valuable ideas and opinions. 
Powhatan’s girls’ volleyball team benefitted from Gillian’s 
skills on the court. For the past three years she played 
volleyball in both school and club settings and she brought 
a confident yet collaborative attitude to our girls’ team this 
year. An avid skier, Gillian enjoyed our Winter Tuesday 
Program at Bryce. This summer, she will attend debate 
camp at UNC Chapel Hill where she will continue to gain 
confidence in public speaking. Sherando High School is 
very lucky to be getting Gillian as a student!

THOMAS BOWEN
Since Kindergarten, not only has 
Thomas grown in stature, he has 
grown into a capable Powhatan 
student. As Rail Captain and 
member of student council since 
fourth grade, Thomas led his class 
in many positive ways. His teachers 
describe Thomas as prepared, 
focused and curious - with a great 
sense of humor! He works well independently as well as in 
a group. Thomas played soccer, basketball and lacrosse at 
Powhatan. With lacrosse as his favorite sport, he played for 
the Winchester Vipers for the past three years. This year, 
Thomas helped lead the Vipers to a record of 10-2 while 
averaging almost five goals per game! Beyond Powhatan, 
Thomas volunteers at Christ Church Food Pantry, Habitat 
for Humanity and CCAP. A passionate fisherman and avid 
hunter, Thomas enjoys the outdoors. His notable catches 
include an 8 lb. largemouth bass and a 300 lb bull shark. 
He has donated hundreds of pounds of venison to the 
Millwood Food Pantry. Thomas heads off to Woodberry 
Forest next year, where we know we will continue to hear 
great things about him! 
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GORDON BURTON
With an off-beat and engaging 
sense of humor, Gordon brightens 
our Powhatan days. Since 
kindergarten, he has steadily 
grown into a class leader in many 
areas. This year, he is president 
of student council and took on 
the role of Macbeth in the 8th 
grade play. During his years in the 

upper school, he played soccer, basketball and lacrosse 
in sixth, seventh and eighth grades, helping to lead our 
boys’ soccer team this year to an undefeated season (go 
Chiefs!) Gordon’s chapel talk entitled “What’s so Funny?” 
accentuated his humorous side – complete with a pie in 
the face component! We will never forget his portrayal of 
Nathan Detroit in the 7th grade production of “Guys and 
Dolls”. Gordon volunteered as a CIT at Powhatan’s Camp 
Programs and was part of a Destination Imagination team 
for two years. Fun fact about Gordon – he loves everything 
about Chicago: the city and Da Bears! Off to Handley next 
year, we can’t wait to hear what the future will bring for 
Gordon and we know it will be noteworthy!!

JOSH CALL
With a positive outlook and an 
ability to get along with everyone, 
Josh has been a wonderful 
addition to his class since sixth 
grade. His teachers see him 
as a student who puts forth a 
tremendous amount of effort with 
strong focus and determination, 
setting the academic bar high for 

his classmates. In the realm of athletics, Josh has been a 
strong competitor in soccer, basketball and lacrosse. His 
favorite sport is soccer which he has played for ten years. 
Now he is on the Winchester United Travel Team. Outside 
of Powhatan, Josh has many interests. He received 
his second degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do, enjoys 
snowboarding and surfing. We learned about his love for 
surfing during his interesting chapel talk this year. Josh 
will be heading off to Sherando High School next year 
where he hopes to play on the soccer team. We know that 
whatever endeavors he strives to accomplish, he will put 
his heart into achieving them. 

SAM CORNETTE
Sam gives his all in whatever he 
does. Whether on the soccer 
field, in the classroom or building 
friendships he will not stop until 
he feels confident he has done his 
best. Since kindergarten, Sam has 
been an important member of his 
class. Teachers describe him as a 
good class citizen, an industrious 

worker and a curious learner. Sam devoted his energy 
to soccer and basketball during his upper school years, 

playing both sports in 6th, 7th and 8th grades. He was 
a key player who helped Powhatan’s boys’ soccer team 
achieve an undefeated season (Go Chiefs!). Beyond his 
days at Powhatan, Sam has played soccer since he was 
five and currently plays on the Winchester United Travel 
Soccer Team. He has been a Counselor in Training for 
Powhatan’s Summer Camps and volunteered at Habitat 
for Humanity. Sam did an impressive job reading Hebrew 
from the Torah last year for his Bar Mitzvah. Handley High 
School will get a great addition to their ninth grade class 
when Sam arrives next year! 

LOUISA CRAIG
With a positive attitude and a 
desire to do well, Louisa is a highly 
respected student in her class by 
her fellow classmates and faculty 
alike. Quiet in manner yet strong in 
deed, Louisa is a sought after friend 
who can be counted upon to act with 
integrity in all situations. The last 
Craig to graduate from Powhatan, 
Louisa started Powhatan at kindergarten. During her years 
in the upper school, she played soccer, basketball and 
lacrosse in sixth seventh and eighth grades with soccer 
being her favorite sport however she has grown to love 
lacrosse thanks to Coach Nelson. She is secretary of the 
student council and has enjoyed performing in all the 
plays at each grade at Powhatan. Beyond the school day, 
Louisa fills her time helping her Mom with the homeless 
at Holy Cannoli Bakery, attending Braddock Street United 
Methodist Church and pursuing photography. She is 
the recipient of this year’s Head’s Award. Louise will be 
heading off to James Wood High School next year where 
we are sure she will continue to shine. 

JAMES DAVENPORT
It has been a pleasure to watch 
James grow from a shy first grader 
to the confident eighth grader he 
is today! During his time in the 
upper school, he participated in 
soccer and basketball and enjoyed 
outdoor education class. Although 
social and happy to spend time 
with his friends, James also enjoys 
being at home to spend time with his animals, especially 
his cats. James is a natural on the stage. We all enjoyed 
his performances as Principal Periwinkle in “Hydrangea 
Albright: Comedy or Tragedy?” Rusty Charlie in “Guys and 
Dolls” and a witch and murderer in “Macbeth”. With each 
role he became the character completely. After the school 
day, James enjoys skiing and pursuing his interest in 
technology. Recently, he built his own desktop computer. 
Currently, James is attending classes to be a puppy sitter 
for Guiding Eyes for the Bind. Eventually he will know how 
to train the puppies for this program. James is headed for 
Clarke County High School next year – and the sky will be 
his limit!
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CHARLIE DONOVAN
An insightful and independent 
thinker, Charlie is more than ready 
to spread his wings in high school. 
Joining our eighth grade class in 
fifth grade after living in Arizona, 
the country of Georgia and Alaska, 
Charlie brought a world perspective 
to Powhatan from which we could 
all learn. Charlie pursued soccer 

and basketball in the upper school and was a key player 
on our undefeated soccer team this year. With math as his 
favorite subject he also enjoyed Chess club and going to 
the Maker Space after school. Charlie’s theatrical debut 
in the upper school was his portrayal of Nicely Nicely 
Johnson in “Guys and Dolls”. Boy, did he perfect that New 
York accent!! This year, he played Malcolm in the eighth 
grade’s production of “Macbeth”. Charlie has volunteered 
at the Millwood Food Pantry and played travel soccer in 
Winchester and Front Royal. Next year, Charlie will head to 
Northville Central School which is located on a lake in the 
New York foothills of the Adirondack Mountains. We wish 
him all the best!

SHAYLA FITZSIMMONS-CALL
Reaching for the highest stars 
comes naturally to Shayla. In every 
endeavor, that is her goal, no matter 
how difficult the challenge. Shayla 
began her educational journey at 
Powhatan in kindergarten. During 
the lower school she served on 
student council and was a fifth 
grade captain. Elected as Post 

captain this year, she has shown her leadership by playing 
soccer (on the boys varsity team), basketball, cross-country 
and lacrosse in sixth, seventh and eighth grades. In 7th 
grade, Shayla won first place for her age group in the Hill 
Mile Run. We all enjoyed her performances as Adelaide in 
“Guys and Dolls” and McDuff in “Macbeth”. After school 
hours, Shayla just keeps going! After playing on travel 
soccer teams for many years, she is now on the state 
ODP team. As this year’s recipient of the Niemann Service 
Award, she has organized and led three trips to Haiti to 
run soccer camps for girls which are aimed at promoting 
girls’ empowerment and education. She also volunteers 
weekly at the Highland Food Pantry. Get ready Handley 
High School – Shayla is on her way! 

LAUREN HETZEL
Lauren started Powhatan in 
kindergarten when teachers 
described her as shy and quiet. 
In eighth grade, her teachers use 
words like confident, assured and 
poised to describe Lauren’s work 
ethic in all classes. An avid reader, 
she has enjoyed the opportunities 
for research in her upper school 

classes and the varied genres, especially in fiction, of her 
English class reading selections. This year, Lauren received 
one of the Gilpin Personal Achievement Awards for her 
academic growth. Lauren played field hockey, basketball 
and lacrosse all three years in the upper school. She was 
a CIT for Powhatan’s summer camp program and enjoys 
drawing and painting both at school and in her free time. 
Her chapel talk about Gleneden Dogs was informative and 
enlightening for the whole school. Beyond her Powhatan 
days, she plays soccer and the piano. We all look forward 
to hearing about the next exciting accomplishments that 
Lauren will have at Clarke County High School. 

FIN HOROWICZ
Fin is a quintessential sportsman! In 
addition to playing basketball and 
lacrosse at Powhatan, he swam for 
four years for the Jefferson Park 
Swim Team, played on the Hoyas, 
a local basketball team at both the 
JV and Varsity level, found success 
as a Spartan football player which 
competed on a national level and 
was chosen to play on the Jefferson County little league 
baseball team which competed on the state level! If you 
ask Fin’s Powhatan teachers about his success, they will 
tell you that his homework is always turned in on time, 
his test scores continue to improve and he can always 
be counted on to be prepared for class. These traits and 
his dedication to learning and doing his best to strive 
for continual improvement have earned him one of the 
Gilpin Personal Achievement Awards. In Fin’s spare time 
(whenever that is!!) he enjoys surfing and snowboarding. 
He serves as an altar boy at his church, Trinity Episcopal 
in Shepherdstown, WV. Fin will be a freshman at Jefferson 
High School next year and we know continued success is 
in his future. 

THOMAS JOHNSON
Calm, kind and self-motivated, 
Thomas has been a solid member 
of this year’s eighth grade class. 
He has a love of technology, math 
and science balanced with lots of 
opportunities to play basketball 
and soccer, which he did for all 
three years in the upper school. 
Thomas participated on the 
MathCounts team in sixth, seventh and eighth grades, was 
on a Destination Imagination Team, and attended Johns 
Hopkins Center for Talented Youth. He gave a stellar 
performance in “Macbeth” when he played Macbeth 
flawlessly and with great confidence. After he has 
completed his commitments for Powhatan, Thomas enjoys 
playing the saxophone, playing travel soccer for the Front 
Royal ROX team and playing with his four dogs Lucky, 
Bella, Percy and Vienna. He also received a Thomas H. 
B. Dunning Community Service Award at Wednesday’s 
Award Ceremony for faithful service to the Millwood Food 
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Pantry. Thomas will be a ninth grader at Handley High 
School next year and his possibilities are endless!

HOLLAND KOONTZ
With strength of character, Holland 
continues to shine in her class. 
Never a shrinking violet, Holland 
faces each challenge with fortitude 
and determination, resulting in 
a strong academic record and 
memorable performances on 
the fields, courts and stages as a 
Rail Captain. Holland played field 

hockey, lacrosse and basketball all three grades in the 
upper school, taking up the goalie position for both JV and 
varsity during the lacrosse season. Her performances as 
Hydrangea in “Hydrangea Albright: Comedy or Tragedy?”, 
Arvide Abernathy in “Guys and Dolls” and Hecate in 
“Macbeth” were memorable and added to the successes 
of each production. At Awards Day, Holland received 
a Thomas H. B. Dunning community Service Award for 
faithful service to the Millwood Food Pantry. In her free 
time, she enjoys golf, cooking and reading. Holland will 
be heading to St. Timothy’s School in Maryland next year 
where we know she will continue to shine! 

MOLLY MCFILLEN
Molly brings a special spirit and 
sense of community to her class. 
The last McFillen to graduate 
from Powhatan, Molly has proudly 
represented her family’s values 
of enthusiasm, commitment and 
loyalty to her studies, classmates 
and teachers. Molly is a hard worker 
who does not stop until she feels 

the task is accomplished. Her teachers use phrases like 
“tireless work ethic”, “strives to do her best”, and “attentive 
and eager student” to describe her attitude toward her 
classwork and level of participation in other activities. 
During her time in the upper school, Molly played field 
hockey, basketball and lacrosse each year in sixth, seventh 
and eighth grades with basketball being her favorite sport. 
She enjoyed participating in all of the plays at Powhatan 
and was a member of the Current Events Club. Molly 
enjoys helping others by volunteering at Grace Episcopal 
Church with their elementary school backpack program, 
volunteering at the Clarke County Fair and the Millwood 
Food Pantry. Molly will enrich the community at Saint James 
School just as she has enriched Powhatan’s community. 

WILL MORGAN
Will joined the eighth grade class 
this year with gusto and a drive 
to succeed. He told me at the 
beginning of the year that he 
wanted to grow as a student and 
Powhatan has been the perfect 
place for him to do just that because 
we have watched him make huge 
strides in all areas of development 
this year! Will jumped right into our sports program and 
played soccer, basketball and lacrosse. Mr. Hatfield was 
particularly excited that Will came to Powhatan when 
he saw his soccer expertise which helped to create an 
undefeated season for our boys’ varsity soccer team! Will 
also embraced our performing arts opportunities when he 
played the role of Malcolm in the 8th grade’s production 
of “Macbeth”. Because of his expressive creative writing, 
Mrs. Robb chose Will to participate in the National Student 
Poets Program at Handley Library. Will has several interests 
outside of school. He is an avid skier, plays the bassoon, 
clarinet and guitar. Will follows his brother and heads off 
to Mercersburg Academy next year. We know that he is 
ready for any challenge that he will face!

TALON MORRIS
Talon reminds us all each day 
that you can be an individual yet 
still play a very important role 
in others’ lives. He is at his best 
when building something in our 
Maker Space, kicking a soccer ball 
down the field or researching a 
topic about which he is particularly 
interested. Approaching sports 
with tremendous energy and enthusiasm, Talon played 
soccer and basketball during his time in the upper school. 
We all enjoyed his chapel talk about his family’s antique car 
restoration business in White Post. Talon has a generous 
heart and enjoys volunteering. He reaches out to younger 
students in our after school program to shoot baskets or 
toss a football. At our Awards Assembly on Wednesday, 
Talon received one of the Thomas H. B. Dunning Service 
Awards for faithful service to the Millwood Food pantry. 
Additionally, he gives time to the Sanctuary of the Trails 
program and the Native American Gathering program. 
In his free time, Talon enjoys fishing with his dad. Talon 
heads off to Randolph Macon Academy next year and we 
know he will continue to flourish!

Congratulations Class of 2018!
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HANNAH NIEMAN
Motivated, hard-working and a 
natural communicator, Hannah 
exhibits academic excellence 
and leadership qualities in her 
daily work. Joining her class in 
fifth grade, Hannah made friends 
quickly and became an important 
member of her new community. 
During her upper school years 

Hannah played field hockey, basketball and lacrosse, 
with lacrosse as her favorite sport. She is a member 
of our MathCounts team and is treasurer of the student 
council and has sung several solos with the school chorus. 
Hannah truly shines on the stage. We all enjoyed her 
performances as The Playwright in “Hydrangea Albright: 
Comedy or Tragedy?”, Sarah Brown in “Guys and Dolls” 
and Lady Macbeth in “Macbeth”. Hannah is involved at 
Braddock Street Methodist Church by teaching vacation 
bible school and going on a mission trip to South Dakota 
last summer; an experience she used as the topic for her 
chapel talk this year. Off to Grier School in Pennsylvania 
next year, Hannah received an award and scholarship for 
her accomplishments in the areas of art, dance, music, and 
theatre. We know there will be much more to tell about 
Hannah’s story and we all look forward to hearing it! 

LIVIA RODRIGUEZ
A creative spirit, Livia adds much 
to her class community within 
that realm. With an affinity for 
creating music, she has written 
songs for plays and played various 
instruments like the harp, guitar, 
piano and ukulele. During her 
time in the upper school, Livia 
played field hockey, basketball, 

volleyball and lacrosse. We all enjoyed her performance 
as Vanessa Albright in “Hydrangea Albright: Comedy or 
Tragedy?” Livia enjoys reading and writing, particularly 
poetry, which is why Mrs. Robb selected her to participate 
in the National Student Poets Program at Handley Library. 
Livia writes stories on-line with her summer camp friends 
and one of her pieces was chosen to win the Apple Valley 
Creative Writing Contest in 2015. Beyond the walls of her 
classrooms, Livia enjoys volunteering at the SPCA and has 
helped with Powhatan’s rummage sale. Next year, Livia 
is headed to Clarke County High School where they will 
benefit from her imaginative initiatives! 

DREW SCHWENTKER
Kind, empathetic and helpful, Drew 
models these traits for the rest of his 
class. Since kindergarten, he has 
been a good friend and supportive 
classmate for nine years. Drew 
played soccer, basketball and 
lacrosse during his years in the 
upper school. For sixth, seven 
and eighth grades he came up 
with some incredible saves as soccer goalie and helped 
this year’s team have an undefeated season. Math and 
science are Drew’s favorite sports, so he participated on 
the MathCounts team, and joined the chess and computer 
clubs. You can frequently find him wiring something or 
taking something apart in the maker space! Once Drew 
tried to explain to me how to wire speakers, and I had 
NO idea what he was talking about!! Drew is an expert in 
the light and sound booth. Teachers count on his talent 
for our theatrical productions, and we will miss that next 
year. Drew belongs to the Pony Club and has hunted 
with the Blueridge Hunt for five years. Next year, he is 
heading to RMA where he hopes to cultivate his passion 
for aeronautics and work on a pilot’s license. 

LILIA SHARP
Lilia arrived to Powhatan in fourth 
grade and immediately found a 
home. Her teachers use words like 
conscientious, positive and well 
prepared to describe her strong 
work ethic and respectful behavior 
with classmates and teachers. Lilia 
enthusiastically participated in our 
girls’ sports program by playing 
field hockey, basketball and lacrosse in the upper school. 
A true team player, she carried the ball up and down 
the field with speed and confidence. Not only did Lilia 
masterfully portray Seyton in the 8th grade’s production 
of “Macbeth” she was also an excellent stage manager 
by organizing props and making sure that all the scenes 
ran smoothly from back stage. Lilia volunteers to help with 
Pony Club and has been a CIT at Powhatan’s summer 
camps. She loves to ride her horse Farnley Irish Flag and 
has participated in many riding competitions. Next year, 
Lilia will enter the ninth grade at Foxcroft School and we 
can’t wait to hear about her accomplishments! 

ELE SMALLEY
Ele starts each day with a smile 
and positive attitude. Since 
kindergarten, she has been an 
important member of this eighth 
grade class. Taking great joy in 
practicing and competing with her 
classmates and teammates, Ele 
played field hockey, basketball and 
lacrosse in sixth, seventh and eighth 
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grades. She participated in the Girls on the Run program 
and enjoyed basketball as her favorite sport. Since the 
age of three, Ele’s passion has been dancing! She relishes 
all types of dance – ballet, tap, jazz and modern. Ele has 
helped to choreograph several dances here at Powhatan 
including the 8th grade dance for Carol Sing. Additionally, 
she plays the guitar and ukulele. In her spare time, Ele 
helps out at her church with younger children. Next year, 
Ele will be a ninth grader at Clarke County High School. 
She is ready for the next step in her educational journey 
and we know we will be proud of her accomplishments! 

NATHANIEL THOMPSON
Nathaniel is the last of three 
Thompson children to graduate 
from Powhatan! A young man who 
takes every opportunity to help 
others and be positive, Nathaniel 
is a shining beacon in his eighth 
grade class. Nathaniel has been 
involved in many activities during 
his time in the upper school. For 

three years he played basketball and soccer, and this 
year decided to try lacrosse. Basketball continues to be 
his favorite sport. Math is Nathaniel’s favorite subject. He 
was on the MathCounts team for three years and earned 
Virginia Math League awards each year in the upper school. 
Additionally, Nathaniel served on the lower school student 
council. On weekends and during the summer, Nathaniel 
plays travel basketball and has been a CIT at Powhatan’s 
summer camps. This summer, after enjoying some hiking 
and fishing, he looks forward to studying paleobiology 

at a three-week program with Johns Hopkins Center for 
Talented Youth. Nathaniel will follow his siblings and head 
off to Clarke County High School next year. A wonderful 
student is heading their way!

BEAU THWING
Whether speaking to a classmate 
or teacher, Beau is consistently 
kind, thoughtful, civil and respectful. 
These characteristics plus his 
unwavering school spirit and 
academic focus, earned him the 
right to be a Post Captain this year. 
Beau played cross country, soccer, 
basketball and lacrosse in six, 
seventh and eighth grades for Powhatan while playing for 
Winchester Vipers lacrosse team. We all learned from his 
chapel talk that Beau is an avid Cowboy fan and he did a 
stellar job in both roles of Sky Masterson in “Guys and Dolls” 
and Macbeth in “Macbeth”. During his free time, Beau is a 
camp counselor for the Little Nature Camp, an instructor 
for the Blue Ridge Junior Cotillion, volunteers at Braddock 
Street United Methodist Church on mission trips and is 
teaching himself how to play the piano. This year, he is the 
recipient of The Mahaney Memorial Cup for representing 
the core values of a Powhatan education. Beau keeps us all 
in suspense about his hair style changes. We never knew 
what his new look would be as it changed each trimester. 
The last change required a cut and Beau donated his hair 
to the Locks of Love Program, hoping to help a youngster 
in need who has childhood cancer. We can’t wait to see 
what his hair style for Handley High School will be! 
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Career Snapshot
• Powhatan School, Class of 1987 and Phillips Exeter 

Academy, Class of 1991
• BA English, Duke University, 1995
• Naval Intelligence Officer, 1995 - Present
• MA National Security and Strategic Studies, Naval 

War College, 2013
• Promoted to Captain/O6, United States Navy in 

July 2017
• Chief of Staff for the Naval Education and Training 

Command’s Full Speed Ahead Task Force, 
November 2016 – February 2018

• Commanding Officer, Navy Reserve Indo-Pacific 
Command Joint Intelligence Operations Center 
(INDOPACOM JIOC) 0113, November 2017-Present

• Owner of Mad Science of Hampton Roads, the 
leading science enrichment provider for children 
kindergarten through grade 6 (2008 - present)

• Resides in Virginia Beach with his wife, Jennifer, 
twin daughters Sarah and Lindsay, and son 
Jackson

1. Captain Marcus, you’ve served our country 
for 23 years in active and reserve duty as a Naval 
Intelligence Officer. I know I speak for the entire 
Powhatan community when I offer our sincere 
appreciation for your commitment to our nation. 
What attracted you to a career in the United States 
Navy and how have you grown as a result?

In 1986, the movie Top Gun came out, and like most 
other impressionable teenagers, I instantly wanted to 
be a Navy officer. I don’t know that I ever saw myself 
flying jets off the end of a carrier, but something about 
the movie stuck with me from then on. None of my 
immediate family had ever been in the military, but I 
was drawn to the idea of service nonetheless. One 
of my Powhatan classmates, Sarah Deutermann, had 
a father (now best-selling author P.T. Deutermann) 
who was a Captain in the Navy, so that was about 
the closest actual connection I had to anyone serving 
when I was in elementary school. I never lost the desire 
to serve, and as I was starting to look at colleges, I 
explored both going to the Naval Academy as well as 
entering the Naval ROTC program at other colleges. 
Ultimately NROTC at Duke University was a great fit 
for me, allowing me to pursue my Navy dreams while 
still having a traditional college experience. 

I entered Naval Intelligence after graduation because I 
was drawn to the analysis and briefing/communications 
aspects of the profession. I think any of my Powhatan 

Alumni Spotlight: 
Captain Heath L. Marcus ‘87, United States Navy

From left to right: Son Jackson, Heath, his wife Jennifer, and daughters Sarah and Lindsey on vacation in Hawaii.
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classmates would tell you that I was both a thinker and 
a talker coming up through school! My Navy career 
as a whole has taught me immensely about leading 
people, thinking critically, knowing and understanding 
your audience, staying adaptive and open to change, 
and the importance of always bringing your best effort 
to everything that you do. 

2. In 2017 you assumed the role of Chief of Staff for 
the Naval Education and Training Command’s Full 
Speed Ahead Task Force. A bit of research offered 
the following program description:

Full Speed Ahead is all-hands training to 
emphasize positive professional behavior and 
decision-making. FSA continues our efforts to 
combat destructive behaviors across the fleet 
while reinforcing the core attributes of the Navy 
and signature behaviors as the foundation of 
a resilient and professional force.

Can you tell us a little bit about the program and 
your opinion about how important it is to lay a 
strong foundation when educating young recruits? 

The Navy is a microcosm of our society in many 
ways, and that means it often faces some of the same 
challenges that society faces. These include dealing 
with issues such as sexual assault and harassment, 
suicidal behavior, misuse of alcohol and drugs, 
domestic violence, improper social media conduct, 
and the like. These aren’t pleasant things to deal with, 
but the Navy has taken a proactive approach over the 
past several years to mitigate these behaviors and 
their effects on our force. One way we have addressed 
them is through a comprehensive, Fleet-wide training 
program. Full Speed Ahead is the most recent training 
effort, focusing on our Navy core attributes of Integrity, 
Accountability, Initiative, and Toughness. While 
we know we can never fully stamp out destructive 
behaviors, our training is designed to ensure Sailors 
understand the negative impacts such behavior has 
on the Navy and our Shipmates, and to equip them 
with tools to help themselves and others deal with 
these types of issues. 

As military members, we are held to a higher standard 
in the public’s eye, especially when it comes to 
our personal conduct. It’s important that the Navy 
addresses destructive behavior not only with our 
youngest and most junior Sailors, but also with mid-
level leaders and the old guys like me, many of whom 
grew up in times where some things that are now 
considered inappropriate were not previously seen 
as such. We consistently emphasize that our people 
are our most important asset, and training such as Full 
Speed Ahead is helping us ensure we stay focused on 
continually building a healthy and strong force. 

3. You are currently serving as the Commanding 
Officer of a reserve unit in Minneapolis, MN. What 
can you tell us about that position and your unit?

Our reserve unit is attached to the US Indo-Pacific 
Command’s (INDOPACOM) Joint Intelligence 
Operations Center (JIOC) in Honolulu, Hawaii. From 
Minneapolis, I lead a team of about 115 members from 
all military services providing intelligence support to 
the JIOC. Specifically, we support the JIOC’s Northeast 
Asia Section as well as the Targeting Division. With 
a lot of recent political focus on Northeast Asia, we 
stay pretty busy, and I have a cadre of reservists who 
serve on full-time active duty orders (much as I did 
when I was on the Full Speed Ahead Task Force) in 
Minneapolis at the Joint Reserve Intelligence Center 
there. I still reside in Virginia Beach, but travel to my 
reserve duty in Minneapolis once a month for our drill 
weekends, as well as to Hawaii to interface with our 
active duty counterparts when needed.

4. Continuing with the theme of foundation, for 70 
years Powhatan has been providing an exceptional 
education for its students. When you recall your 
years as a student here, how do you think Powhatan 
helped prepare you for your many successes in 
school or in your career? Were there any particular 
faculty members who inspired your journey?

What didn’t help me? “Non scholae sed vitae discimus” 
is the first Latin phrase I ever learned, and Powhatan’s 
motto is a living thing, not just words on a page. At 
Powhatan I learned how to read, think, and write 
critically; how to lead and how to follow; how to be 
a good citizen and friend in a community of diverse 
people; how to communicate effectively; and how to 
enjoy learning and continually improving myself. Laura 
Robb certainly influenced who I am today by laying a 
foundation for the importance of reading and writing, 
but there were so many others who had a similar effect 
as they helped me along my Powhatan journey – Dick 
Bell, Carolyn Morgoglione, Paula Myer, Helen Fox, 
Anne Wheeler – the list could almost never end. I left 

Powhatan graduate Heath and wife Jennifer. 
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Powhatan 31 years ago, and I can still remember the 
definition of inflation that I learned from Billy Peebles 
in 7th grade social studies class – “Too much money 
chasing too few goods.” That’s the sum total of all my 
knowledge of economics, but it came from Powhatan!

5. In addition to your reserve duties and family 
obligations, you and Jennifer own Mad Science of 
Hampton Roads, a children’s STEM education and 
entertainment business. That sounds like a lot to 
juggle! How do you manage it all, and how crucial do 
you feel STEM education is for our children’s future?

Jen and I came to Mad Science because back in 2006, 
when I was deployed to Afghanistan as a reservist, I 
would sit up in the middle of the night wondering what 
I wanted to do with my life. I had been working as a 
Department of the Navy civilian for a couple years 
after leaving active duty, but having come up in an 
entrepreneurial family, I always knew I wanted to own 
a business. I used my little down time in Afghanistan 
to search the internet for business opportunities, and 
came across Mad Science. The company started in the 
mid-80s in Montreal, Canada and now operates more 
than 100 franchise locations around the world, with 
the goal of “Sparking Imaginative Learning” among 
elementary-aged kids. Jen and I opened our franchise 
in the Hampton Roads area of Virginia in 2008 and 
just celebrated our 10th year in business, providing 
after-school STEM clubs, in-class workshops, science-
themed summer camps, and exciting shows and 
birthday parties.

It is a lot to juggle sometimes, and I give most credit 
to my wife, Jen, for keeping the balls in the air when 
I am off doing my Navy thing. She is technically our 
Marketing Director at Mad Science, but like any 
business owner, she handles whatever need arises, 
and she does it well. We have 4 permanent office 
staff and a cadre of 12-20 part time instructors for our 
programs. 

Although it’s natural that I see the importance 
of a STEM education from my vantage 
as a Mad Science owner, my Powhatan 
experience gives me a broader take on the 
importance of education as whole. Some 
of those things I mentioned earlier, such 
as the ability to read and write critically, or 
to communicate effectively, are profoundly 
important to educational and life success. 
We certainly need scientists, engineers and 
mathematicians, and that’s why I’m dedicated 
to helping get kids excited about those kinds 
of things at an early age. But it is imperative 
that we integrate STEM training with a well-

rounded, cross-curricula focus – which is exactly what 
the Powhatan experience gave to me. 

6. In honor of Powhatan’s 70th anniversary, our 
5th grade wrote and performed a phenomenal play 
about our school history entitled “When History 
Was Before Us.” A group of current students time-
traveled back to Powhatan’s founding and took 
the audience through key historical milestones. 
In one scene on the Bryce ski slopes, a student 
named Heath appeared alongside classmate Ryan 
Royston, and alongside a couple of other boys, were 
reprimanded for a bit of unruly and loud behavior. 
The students were warned that they would “face the 
wrath of Mrs. Morgoglione back at school” if they 
didn’t straighten up. Undoubtedly, there was some 
creative license taken here but, any parallels or fun 
memories that you recall from your days with the 
Class of 1987 you’d be willing to share? 

Well, if Ryan, er…Mr. Royston was involved, then it was 
highly likely we were in trouble over something! In 
all seriousness, there are a lot of fun memories from 
my Powhatan days. One of my favorites is probably 
our bus ride from Charles Town. We had a bus driver 
named Spring Devers who was not, shall we say, 
the strictest of adults. On one part of our route from 
Charles Town to Boyce, we cut off along some side 
country road that had some great hills on it. We would 
sit in the back of the bus, and whenever a nice hill was 
coming up, we’d yell up at Ms. Spring, “HIT THE BUMP! 
HIT THE BUMP!” She would floor it just as she crested 
the hill, the bus would go airborne, Dukes of Hazard-
style, and all of us in the very back of the bus would 
fly up out of our seats, almost hitting the ceiling. We 
loved every minute of it. Unfortunately, we learned the 
hard way that whenever Mr. Bell had to drive the bus 
as a substitute, none of that would fly with him. He was 
always a pretty fun guy, but I remember him fussing at 
us pretty hard and telling us to sit our butts down when 
we sat back there hollering at him to Hit the Bump!

Powhatan classmates Heath Marcus and  
Ryan Royston, circa 1987. 
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Class of 1980-1989
Kristi Fox Dodds ’87 visited 
in April from Seattle, WA for 
her 45th birthday celebra-
tion. Her husband Trevor and 
daughters, Jaiden, 15 and 
Mia, 12 also visited. While in 
town, she stopped by Pow-
hatan for a tour to see how 
much has changed since her 
last visit to campus.

Class of 1990 -1999
Vicki Jonkers ’94 is a pharmacist for Giant/Martin’s. She is mar-
ried to James Williams and has three horses, two dogs and two 
ducks and lives happily in Fort Valley. Vicki writes, “Every time I 
drive home, I think of our field trips to Elizabeth Furnace with Mr. 
Legge.”

Clarke Crenshaw ’98 received his MBA from Darden School of 
Business at the University of Virginia.

Class of 2000 – 2009
Lindsay Gibson ‘01 has another review in the London TLS. This 
time she is in the Biography and Memoirs section. The opening 
paragraphs can be found at www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/private/
room-ones-own-she-writes-levy-memoir/ She stays busy with 
teaching and writing poetry.

Kate Hofstra ’02 was pro-
moted to Associate Partner 
and Creative Services 
Director for Storyware. 
Kate will lead the creative 
services side of Storyware; 
specifically, brand & iden-
tity, content strategy and 
marketing, and UI design 
services. Kate holds a 

Master’s Degree in Human Rights from the London School of 
Economics and a B.A. in History and French Languages and 
Literature from the University of Virginia.

David Glaize ‘02 and his brother, Philip are starting a new 
business called Glaize & Brother Juice Company. The idea for 
the company came from their desire to supply VA hard cider 
makers with fresh juice. The hard cider industry is booming and 
the demand for apple/juice continues to grow.

Congratulations to Jill 
Hobbs ’03 who was induct-
ed into the Clarke County 
High School Hall of Fame 
on Saturday, October 6th 
for soccer, volleyball and 
basketball.

Meg Greenhalgh ’04, graduated with an MBA from the Darden 
School of Business at UVA. In addition to her education, she has 
launched a startup business, Brandefy, which is an app in the 
beta stage which provides transparency around private label 
products by comparing store brand vs name brand products, 
and providing advice on whether to splurge or save. Meg com-
pleted her undergraduate education at the UVA McIntire School 
of Commerce in 2012. Meg was married in June to Kyle Pryde of 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Dillon Robb ‘07 performed at Carnegie Hall in May s a substi-
tute violist with The Orchestra Now. From theorchestranow.org: 
“The Orchestra Now is a group of vibrant young musicians from 
across the globe making orchestral music relevant in today’s 
audiences. In residence at Bard College, TON also performs at 
Carnegie Hall, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Lincoln Center, 
and other venues around New York City.” Dillon started as a 
full-time violinist with The Orchestra Now in the fall of 2018 
in conjunction with a three-year fellowship program at Bard 
College. Previously, Dillon earned a Bachelor of Music, Violin 
Performance, and a Master of Music, Contemporary Classical 
Music Performance, from The Conservatory.

Class of 2010 – 2017
The 2018 Apple Blossom 
princesses were Virginia 
Helm, Josephine Burns, 
Trilby Brown & Olivia 
Dickens-Bowman, Class of 
2013. They were all class-
mates at Powhatan School. 

Isabella Dickens-Bowman ’13 graduated from the College of 
William and Mary in May 2018 with a Bachelor’s of Art, Inter-
national Relations/Latin American Studies and Environmental 
Science/Policy. While at William and Mary, Isabella served as a 
delegate for the border studies trip to Mexico and was selected 
for the IES study abroad program to Ecuador and the Gala-
pagos Islands for environmental science research. She was 
inducted into the Alpha Lambda Delta National Honor Society 
and Phi Eta Sigma National Political Science Honor Society. She 
completed an internship with the National Security Archives and 
was a campus fellow for youth vote projects for NextGen. She is 
currently a field organizer for NexGen at VCU and hopes to join 
the Peace Corps next spring.

Lucy Dickerson ’13 and Lindy Davenport ’13 came back to 
Powhatan to talk to 
the eighth grade class 
about their experiences 
in high school, and to 
reflect on their Powha-
tan memories as well. 
Lucy is studying at the 
University of Vermont 
and Lindy is studying at 
Cornell University.

Alumni News
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Alex Hess ’14 played the 
role of Puck in the Middle-
burg Academy production 
of Shakespeare’s, A Mid 
Summer’s Night Dream. This 
is the same role she played in 
her eighth grade Shakespeare 
production at Powhatan. She 
has been accepted to NYU 
Tisch School of the Perform-
ing Arts and plans to study 
drama and directing.

Alex’s proud parents recently wrote to Sue Scarborough: “Alex 
has had a great four years at Middleburg Academy and has 
been elected President of the National Honor Society for two 
years and sits on the Honor Council. I attribute much of her suc-
cess, though, to you and everyone at Powhatan. Her time there 
was truly life changing. Thank you.”

Powhatan Class of 2014 
graduates came back for the 
Powhatan graduation in June. 
Seen from left to right: Owen 
Mason-Hill graduated as 
Salutatorian at Clarke Coun-
ty High School and will be 
attending Middlebury College, 
Catherine Lewis is studying at 
the University of Pennyslvania, 
and Amanda Kesler is attend-
ing Hobart and Williams Smith 
Colleges. 

Becky Roberts ’14 graduated from Clarke County High School. 
She was awarded a full scholarship to the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy.

Congratulations to Catherine Burton ’15 who made the Win-
chester Star Athlete Spotlight in September for her success in 
golf on the Handley Women’s Golf Team.

Lucy Martindale ’15 was 
phenomenal in her lead role 
of Ursula in the Clarke County 
High School musical, “The 
Little Mermaid” and Alaina Pas-
tore ’17 had some great dance 
moves as a Mer Sister! What a 
great musical!

Suditi Shyamsunder ’15 led a Python Coding Camp over the 
summer at Powhatan School. It was very well attended. She 
has a great interest in computer coding and even presented 
her Chapel Talk on this subject during her eighth grade year at 
Powhatan.

Virginia Waddell ’15, a sophomore at Randolph Macon Acade-
my, made the President’s List and was selected as one of five 
students placed on the “Honor Counsel”. Along with school, she 
started her first job as a tour guide at Skyline Caverns which will 
allow her to hone her skills in public speaking. Her parents add-
ed, “Again, we have those strong foundation years at Powhatan 
to attribute to her success!” 

Eli Dunphy ’17 participated in the 
National and World Championship 
in Australia, competing with over 
750 shooters from over 15 countries 
each day; lasting 10 full days. 

His accolades were (1) Champion 
in Sub-Junior (under 16) Australian 
National Double Barrel Shotgun 
Championship with a perfect score, 
(2) Runner Up in the Sub- Junior 
Champion of Champions and the 
Single Barrel Championships. In the world championships, Eli 
was the highest scoring Junior on the Irish team (under 21 years) 
and made it to the finals, requiring him to be among the top 
10% in the world. He had a 95.6% scoring rate, making him the 
best class A junior at the World’s as well as the 7th best class A 
overall shooter at the World’s. 

Engagement Announcement
Sumner Crawford ’95 is proud to announce his engagement to 
Kristin Pirolli. The wedding will take place in Maine in July 2019.
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Birth Announcements
Charles “Charlie” Arthur Roxer was 
born on March 29, 2018. He is the 
son of Mary Davis Roxer ‘96 and 
Justin Roxer, little brother to Liam 
Blood ‘23 and Sydney. Future POST!

Tommy Davis ‘00 and Alexandra 
Baird Davis welcomed first born 
son, James “Wells” Blackwell Davis 
III on April 23, 2018 in Fairfax, VA. 
Congratulations!

 
 
Charlotte Mayfield Glaize 
arrived on Friday, October 
5, 2018 weighing 8 lbs., 4 
oz. and 21 inches. She is 
the daughter of Mimi and 
David Glaize ’02. Congrat-
ulations!

Beloved pre-kindergarten 
teacher, colleague and 
friend, and loving mother 
to graduates Charlotte 
’12 and Emily ’13, Clare 
Rachel Ferrell passed 
away January 31st, 2018. 
Clare’s vision for the pre-
kindergarten program 
was the foundation of 
its creation at Powhatan. 
Her passion for Early 

Childhood Education and 
love of children made her 

the perfect choice to become lead teacher, remaining 
in that role until her retirement in 2017. Her belief in the 
importance of learning through play and incorporation 
of creative music and drama into all aspects of 
the curriculum continue to be the hallmarks of the 
program. Clare will long be remembered as a kind, 
generous human being, a supportive mother to her 
daughters and a cherished colleague. 

Charles and Betty Schutte had a long and committed 
relationship with Powhatan School and its students, 
faculty and staff. Betty Gwaltney Schutte faithfully 

served on the Board of 
Trustees for many years, 
and was appointed to 
the Board of Associate 
Trustees on which she 
served until her passing 
on April 23, 2018. 
Charles and Betty were 
gracious supporters of 
the school for decades, 
most notably establishing 
Ibit’s Courtyard in honor 
of their late daughter 

and Powhatan graduate, Elizabeth Dean Schutte ‘77. 
Charles Herbert Schutte, Jr. passed away shortly after 
Betty on July 30, 2018. In addition to their daughter 
Elizabeth, Charles and Betty graduated two sons from 
Powhatan, Chip ‘69 and Jack ‘73. They never missed 
the opportunity to attend a Grandparents Day with 
their five grandchildren, Clay ‘02, Sara ‘03, Liz ‘06, 
Grace ‘06 and Scott ‘08. 

Robert Jay Evans was 
Headmaster of Powhatan 
School from 1955 - 1958, 
beginning his tenure 
at the young age of 29 
when the Blue Ridge 
Country Day School had 
just 40 students. Mr. 
Evans worked tirelessly to 
increase enrollment and 
succeeded in growing the 
student body to 100. As 
his tenure with Powhatan 
ended, the Crocker family deeded the former estate 
known as Powhatan to Blue Ridge Country Day, 
and the school moved into the old farmhouse on its 
beautiful grounds of today. When Headmaster Evans 
attended Powhatan’s 50th anniversary in 1998, he 
fondly remembered his school, “At first it seemed 
a little odd that a young New England Yankee (with 
an unmistakable New Hampshire accent) would be 
entrusted with the running of a school in a state 
where my grandfather had fought for three years 
in Mr. Lincoln’s army in the conflict that I was soon 
told was the “War Between the States”, not the “Civil 
War”. However, I quickly learned that Clarke County 
hospitality was as generous as it was kind, and its 
families were solidly behind their unique little school.” 
Headmaster Evans passed away on April 20, 2018, 
after a long and fulfilling life. 

Clare Rachel Ferrell

In Loving Memory

Charles and Betty 
Schutte

Robert Jay Evans
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Carol Sing
Friday, December 21, 2018

 
Spring Bid Auction

Saturday, April 13, 2019

 
Grandparents/Special Friends Day

Friday, May 10, 2019

 
Graduation

Friday, June 7, 2019


