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Dear Powhatan Parents, 
 

I’m writing to update you on the actions we are taking and/or may need to take to 
address any related issues to COVID-19. The administration and faculty are working 
diligently to be prepared for any possible scenario that may occur and the following 

is a summary of our work: 
 

General Recommendations from the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

 

• Continue handwashing frequently. 
• Cover coughs and sneezes with elbow or tissue – throw tissue in trash 

immediately. 
• Stay home when exhibiting upper respiratory illness or fever. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth to minimize the spread of germs. 

• Please check the following websites frequently for updates: CDC and The 
Virginia Department of Health 

 
Steps Powhatan is Taking to Ensure Campus Safety 

 

• Thorough cleaning of classroom surfaces and restrooms. 
• Refraining from hand-shaking – using fist bumps and verbal greetings. 

• Cancelling trips to Golden Living Nursing Home. 
• Sending any sick children home immediately. 

• Communicating any health concerns in a timely manner. 
• Working collaboratively with and adhering to guidance provided by local, state, 

and federal agencies. 

• All student athletes must bring their own water bottles to both practices and 
games. 

• Powhatan will suspend all pre-game and post-game handshakes. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



School Closure Plans 
 

When the school is closed, for any reason, outside of planned calendar closures, we 
will provide work for students to complete that is appropriate, based on grade-level 

and developmental needs. Required and/or recommended work will vary from lower 
to upper school and will reflect some of the constraints we face when we are not 
able to meet face to face. Expectations will differ in our response to short-term and 

long-term closures.  
 

Information for Parents (Short-term Closure) - Five Consecutive School 
Days or Fewer 
 

Lower School 
While teachers may choose to email families with a message and include some 

suggested activities to reinforce previous learning, communication and assignments 
are not required. If teachers do choose to reach out to families about work to be 
completed that day, this messaging will need to happen by 10 am so that families 

have adequate notice.  
 

Upper School 
All teachers that have assignments for students to complete will post information in 

Google Classroom by 10am. The communication will include: 
• Directions on work to be accomplished that day. 
• A due date for the work to be completed and how it should be submitted. 

 

Information for Parents (Long-term Closure) - Six Consecutive School Days 

or More 
 
Lower School 

We want our students to have a variety of meaningful and engaging activities to 
reinforce and enrich previous learning. Each morning by 10 am, homeroom 

teachers and specialists will send out an email to their lower school families. The 
communication will include: 

• Directions on work to be accomplished that day, as well as accountability 

procedures (i.e., what is due back to school).  
• ‘Office hours’ when a teacher will be available to answer questions or provide 

clarification related to assigned activities. Teachers will provide information 
on the best way to connect with them during these times (e.g., quick email 
responses, by phone, through a virtual platform, such as Google Hangout).  

 
Upper School 

We want our students to have a variety of meaningful and engaging activities to 
reinforce and enrich previous learning. Each morning by 10 am, all subject teachers 
that your child was scheduled to have that day will communicate assignments to 

students via Google Classroom. The communication will include: 
• Directions on work to be accomplished that day. 

• A due date for the work to be completed and how it should be submitted. 



• Students will be told of specific times when their teachers will be available to 
answer questions about work that has been taught and/or set. Faculty will 

offer at least one hour in the morning (8:15am - 12pm) and one hour in the 
afternoon (12pm - 3:45pm). Outside of that time emails will be answered as 

soon as possible. 
 
If you are planning to travel internationally or domestically to or through any of the 

high-risk zones identified by the CDC (as of 3/11/20, China, Iran, South Korea, 

Italy, Japan, and Hong Kong), you must stay at home for two weeks upon your 

return to the United States. 

The school would then follow the procedure for long-term closure for your students, 

providing communication about assignments and classwork via computer 

technology. After the two-week period, your child may return to school if there are 

no symptoms of illness in your family or student. If, however, upon your return, 

your student or family show any symptoms of upper respiratory illness, you are 

required to follow our communicable disease policy by: 

1. Notifying the school immediately 

2. Visiting a doctor to be checked for infection (you and your child) 

3. Bringing a doctor’s note to the front office documenting that you have had a 

medical exam and are symptom free 

 
We request that you let the school know if you will be traveling over the break to or 

through any of the high-risk areas. Please call our front office to give us this 
information.  

 
At this point in time, all school sponsored travel for the remainder of the year is 
currently under consideration. We will keep you apprised of any changes in this 

area.  
 

Thank you again as we work through this difficult time. The situation changes daily 
and we will continue to monitor it closely. We must be prepared and calm as things 
evolve and change. Please reach out to me with any questions you may have. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Sue Scarborough 

 


